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A DIRTY LITTLE 
WAR AGAINST 
ANTI-RACISTS 


THERE are some dangerous new 
developments in the attack on anti-racist 
and anti-fascist struggles. And_ this 
onslaught is not just coming from the 
fascist right, but is now being 
propagated by the ‘respectable’ right via 
the national press and TV. No longer are 
journalists just eager to expose 
immigration ‘floods’ or to justify police 
calls for tougher laws to control 
‘muggers’. Now the press is directing its 
attack at those who have stood up to 
racism — accusing them of encouraging 
the ‘muggers’ and the riots and 
undermining the British way of life. 


Bias in education 


For a time the GLC and ‘Red Ken’ 
served as the main target. But as the days 
of the GLC became numbered new 
bogeymen were found. The Daily Mail 
(8 October 1985) provided a double-page 
spread on the Institute of Race Relations 
(IRR) and the GLC who were the twin 
evils behind “the torrent of lies and 
twisted truths that is indoctrinating our 
society today”, of which the Tottenham 
‘riot’ was the inevitable result. The 
GLC’s contribution came from a video, 
‘Policing London’, which, according to 
the Daily Express of the next day, was 
“handed out free [on Broadwater Farm] 
by activists in the 24 hours leading to 
Britain’s worst outbreak of violence’. 
The IRR’s ‘propaganda’, a cartoon book 
for young people entitled ‘How racism 
came to Britain’, had been discovered in 
the Brent Cross [North London] branch 
of W.H. Smith by no less a person than 
Baroness Cox, the right-wing education 
campaigner. Cox wanted the whole issue 
of “keeping politics out of the classroom” 
taken up by Sir Keith Joseph, then still 
Secretary of State for Education. He 
responded to the call by warning 
education authorities against the 
pernicious ideas contained in the IRR’s 
cartoon book in his farewell speech as 
Secretary of State, on 20 May 1986. 
What the Government and right-wing 
press found disturbing in the cartoon 
book was its concern to show racism as a 


part of the social structure of Britain. 
Moreover, as with the GLC’s video, the 
medium of cartoons made the ideas 
accessible to a wider public, including 
school children. The book questions the 
supposed unbiased nature of the 
judiciary and the selflessness of Britain’s 
colonial past; themes which have rankled 
particularly with right-wing pundits. 


‘Left conspiracy’ 


For behind this ‘propaganda’ against 
racism, the right and its press saw a 
wider ‘Marxist’ conspiracy of longer 
duration. Ronald Butt, writing in The 
Times (25 July 1985) condemned ‘How 
racism came to Britain’ as “a book of 
great wickedness, perverting history ina 
way that can only encourage among 
‘blacks’ a deep hatred of ‘white’ society 
and of the history of the country they 
have chosen to live in”. But that is not all. 
He goes on to widen his attack. “The book 
is the work of an Institute whose director 
has made no bones about the relationship 
he sees between the ‘anti-racist’ power 
struggle, and the class struggle”. In a 
later Times piece (17.10.85) Butt 
returned to the theme, arguing that 
liberals have unwittingly paved the way 
for race to be added to the “weaponry of 
the class warriors”’. 

This summer has seen a second round 
of attacks on the IRR. With no new 
cartoon book or ‘riots’ to provoke them 
or GLC to link them with, the attacks 
have been more particular to the 
Institute and its history, and 
personalised to its director, A. 
Sivanandan. Yet the theme has been the 
same — a conspiracy exists, centred on 
the IRR, to promote a class view of 
racism in Britain. 


Racism: a matter of morality 


This conspiracy theory was featured in 
the Channel 4 TV programme ‘Diverse 
Reports’ 16 July this year. The 
presenter, Christine Chapman, told 
viewers of an “anti-racist tendency” with 
tentacles in academia, the Commission 


for Racial Equality and, of course, 
education. The argument presented by 
Ray Honeyford on the programme was 
that racism was merely a matter of 
individual morality. Honeyford would 
no more educate against racism in the 
classroom than against mugging or rape. 
Those who sought to present racism as a 
political or social issue were changing the 
meaning of racism to suit their own left- 
wing political purpose. Veteran anti- 
fascist campaigner, Rev. Kenneth 
Leech, set the record straight on Channel 
4’s Right of Reply, making it clear that 
the definition of racism had been altered 
not by anti-racists but by their 
opponents. Despite this the Right was not 
deterred. 

The second attempted ‘exposé’ came 
from the Spectator. An Asian reporter, 
Dhiren Bhagat, arrived at the Institute 
complete with a hidden microphone, to 
pose as a journalist from the Sunday 
Observer of India to interview the IRR 
director. So highly did the Spectator rate 
the product that it carried it as the lead 
piece in its issue of 23 August. As a work 
of journalism it is pitiable; as a character 
assassination, it relies too much on snide 
asides to be credible; and as an account 
of the ‘race relations industry’ it is 


incoherent and shot through with 
falsehood. If it was not the latest of a 
series on this theme the effort wouldn’t 
deserve a second thought. Even the 
method lacks originality. In 1982 the 
Daily Mail sent one Kim Sengupta into 
the CRE to pose as a research student to 
expose “racial prejudice inside the 
CRE”. There is, unfortunately, a 
growing fifth column of black journalists 
on hire to the white press to lend a false 
legitimacy to their attacks on black 
people. But Bhagat’s piece attempts to 
provide the _ historical/psychological 
background to the accusations of the 
Times, the Daily Telegraph, Baroness 
Cox and Diverse Reports — that 
Marxism is at the root of the fight against 
racism. 


Sharper inequalities 


These attacks come at a time when race 
and class inequalities in Britain have 
been sharpened by years of economic and 
political callousness and neglect and the 
dispossessed, black and white, have been 
left to fight it out in the derelict inner 
cities. The Right needs to resurrect the 


RACE TO THE 


FROM Channel Four’s ‘Diverse Reports’ to 
The Spectator, Britain's anti-racist lobby 
has been described as Libyan-trained, 
‘Barmy Reds’ and sinister. But as The 
Black Audio Film Collective discovered it's 
the media who we should be suspicious 


of. 


A recent issue of the 
right-wing magazine, 
The Spectator, carried 
an article entitled ‘Race 
To The Top’. Itis, says 
its author Dhiren, 
Bhagat, an expose o' 
the race relations in- 
dustry. In fact it was 
nothing of the sort, If 
anything it was @ 
malicious attack on the 
institute of Race Rela- 
tions and its director A. 
Sivanandan. 


The central argument 
of Bhagat’s piece is that 
the personality of 
Sivanandan epitomizes 
the race relations in- 
dustry in its crudest and 
most cunning form. The 
present administration 
of the IRR, says Bhagat, 
was won by fraudulent 
means. This makes it a 
corrupt institution, and 
because of this, any ac- 
tivity of an anti-racist 
orientation is necessari- 
ly similarly inclined. 
Anti-racism is a con 
trick for taking vast 
sums of money from 
the taxpayer and the 
British public in order to 
agitate ‘race riots’ of 
the most destructive 
kind. 

Posing as a cor- 
respondent from the In- 
dian Observer, the 
Spectator ‘journalist’ 
gained entry to the IRR, 
and within the space of 
two hours had secretly 
recorded material 
which he subesequent- 
ly used to launch a 
thinly-veined attack on 
what he calls a 
“perverted growth” — 


GUTTER 


namely the politics of 
anti-racism, 


Bhagat’s_ interview 
with Mr Sivanandan 
was recorded in the 
presence of two 
members of the Black 
Audio Film Collective as 
part of a larger inter- 
view with Sivanandan 
for their own work. 
Listening to our own 
recording, it is clear that 
the core of Bhagat’s 
grand expose is formed 
from misquotations, 
grand leaps of context 
and charges which are 
not substantiated 


The article was @ 
poor example of 
a wider series of 
movements by a 
number of establish- 
ment figures against 
what it sees as anti- 
racist exercises of the 
last few years. More 
importantly, it seems to 
suggest that there are 
sinister people at work 
who are either Libyan- 
trained or ‘Barmy 
Reds’ 


Bhagat's article 
mourns the days when 
anti-racism was the 
business of 
‘gentlemen’; —anti- 
racism has lost its ‘'im- 
perial rogts’”. to lowly 
blacks who can’t ‘play 
the game’. On the other 
hand, anti-racist bogeys 
can only be created in 
The Spectator by resor- 
ting to one of the 
classic techniques of 
‘gutter journalism’ — 
misquotation. Here is 


the verbation transcript 
of part of Bhagat’s in- 
terview with 
Swanandon. 


B: Have the NF attack- 
ed (the IRR)? 

S: Oh yes...there were 
abusive telephone calls, 
stones... 


B: Is that why you 
don't have ‘institute’ 
outside? You don’t call 
it ‘institute’ so many 
people don’t know it's 
the ‘institute’ is here 
(SIC) 


S: We don’t have to 
advertise ourselves, we 
ere known by our work. 


B: | found you in the 
phone book 
S: Yes, that’s alright. 


S: | won't answer that 


B: | just...I’'m fascinated 
because, you know, 
coming from India, we, 
it’s it’s, it's all news 
you know... 

S: I'm a mild-mannered 
man, not given to 
violence. 


B: I'll put that on 
record 
S: Thanks 


You will note from 
the printed interview 
below the extent of the 
misquotation: 


“It sounds odd, but a 
little force gets you a 
long way with liberals. 
Michael X (the Trinida- 
dian black activist hung 


_ 
“Bhagat's article mourns the day when 
anti-racism was the business of 
gentlemen; anti-racism has fost its ‘‘im- 
perial roots’’ to lowly blacks who can’t 


‘play the game’. 


B: Well, if the NF 
wants, they can find it 
in the phone book, 

S: They know where 
we are...if they come, 
we will be ready for 
them. 


B: Right. 

S: And when we get 
their abusive telephone 
calls we tell them what 
they can do with 
themselves. We 
challenge them to 
come. If you look 
behind my desk you'll 
find an iron stick — 
which is no longer 
needed here, but we 
fieeded it in the old 
building. 


B: Because you've got 
ood security? 
: Yes 

B: Did you need to use 


that stick ever? To de- 
fend yourself? 


for murder in the early 
seventies) understood 
this perfectly. It is nota 
coincidence Sivanan- 
dan is an admirer of 
Michael X. In an essay 
called ‘From Resistance 
to Rebellion’, Sivanan- 
dan defends his hero 
from the standard 
charges posterity has 
laid against him — 
criminality and thug- 


gery. ‘The line between 
politics and crime, after 
all, is a thin one in a 
capitalist society.’ 
Sivanandon is not 
Michael X...but he 
knows the value of talk- 
ing tough. ‘If you look 
behind my desk,’ he 
said to me, ‘you will 
find an iron stick.’ Have 
you ever needed to use 
that stick? He smiles 
cunningly. ‘| won't 
answer that.’ 
Somehow | do not think 


he has ever used it, but 
he wants me to believe 
that he has. Then he 
laughs loudly, cynically. 
‘Write: “I'm a mild 
mannered man not 
given to violence."’ He 
is really pleased with 
his joke. He is cunning 
and tough!"’ 


For Bhagat, Sivanan- 
dan’s story is the story 
of the race relations in- 
dustry —- a story sym- 
bolized by duplicity, 
lunacy and potential 
violence. Like the rest 
of the article this series 
of libellous assertations 
are not seriously argued 
through. They are simp- 
ly presented as a series 
of tittilating gossip 
items on ‘marauding 
blacks on the loose.’ 


For The Spectator, 
black people really 
want to be attacked so 
that they can retaliate 
Anti-racism is simply an 
excuse for this. And 
what better way to 
continue giving black 
people the attention 
they crave than ‘expos- 
ing’ the Race Relations 
industry, which at its 
best is ‘‘loony and 
dangerous’, and at its 
worst, a ‘’perverted 
growth.’ 


The interesting thing 
about all this is that, for 
a change, two of what 
The Spectator calls 
“the immigrants’ were 
present at the inter- 
view. It’s the sort of 
thing you hear about, 
but rarely witness. It is 
comforting, at least, to 
know that for all their 
differences, the jour- 
nalist from The Spec- 
tator and the National 
Front share the same 
gutter. 





myth that such inequalities are not the 
result of political and economic policies 
and decisions but of biology, skill, 
determination and effort. So, since there 
is no room for ‘structural inequality’ or 
‘institutional racism’ in their ideology, 
racism becomes merely a matter of 
personal morality, a ‘civil liberty’ or a 
genetically-programmed preference to 
be with ‘our own kind’. It is not social, 
and attempts to tackle it on a social level 
— whether in education, the law, the 
media, economic policy — are, the Right 
asserts, wrong headed, political, 
dangerous and divisive. 

The Government and right-wing press 
are on the hunt. Their quarry is those 
who dare say racism is other than in the 
mind, or an individual moral problem. 
Searchlight and CARF may be further 
down their list but we are in no doubt 
that we are on it. So too are the police 
monitoring projects, the groups fighting 
racism in education, local anti-fascist 
committees, and those local authorities 
and voluntary bodies who are trying to 
fight racism. It is in their interests, as it is 
in ours, to fight this campaign of 
vilification and censorship. For if the 
fight against racism is halted, the fascists 
move in. 


FOR THE 
RECORD 


Spectator ‘journalist’ Dhiren Bhagat was 
not the only person to tape his 
conversation with IRR director 
Sivanandan. A black video crew were on 
the premises and made their own 
recording. Their excellent riposte in The 
Voice, reproduced here, casts an 
interesting light on Bhagat’s methods 
and intentions. 


@ Below: the cartoon the right loves to 
hate. 





FRONT UNVEILS PLAN 
FOR GOING 
UNDERGROUND 


A BLUEPRINT for a new cell 
structure for party units has been 
drawn up by the ousted leadership 
faction of the National Front in 
preparation for the day when the 
party might go underground. 

Although the dissidents, led by Joe 
Pearce, Andrew Brons and Ian Anderson 
have made great play of their opposition to 
the Front’s persistant links with terrorists, 
particularly from Italy, their latest 
proposals for party reorganisation make it 
abundantly clear that it is not only the pro- 
terrorist leadership which is looking to the 
day when the party will go underground 
and conduct its campaigns covertly. 


Faction 


The plan is outlined in the opposition 
faction’s monthly magazine, Vanguard, 
which is published “in support of the 
National Front” from Andrew Brons’ 
address in Harrogate. Behind it is the 
National Front Support Group, into which 
the dissidents have formed themselves, and 
which, despite its protestations to the 
contrary, is a fully fledged oppositional 
faction endeavouring to win control of the 
party from the Nick Griffin/Derek Holland 
group which ousted them from the leader- 
ship several months ago. 

Significantly, the blueprint for breaking 
up the party into more or less autonomous 
cells has been drawn up by Steve Brady, 
whose intimate knowledge of Loyalist 
paramilitary death squads in Northern 
Ireland equips him well for the task. 

Brady dresses up his scheme for robbing 
the party centre of any real power or 
control by arguing that it will help root out 


corruption in the party, make branch work 
more efficient and prevent future damaging 
splits. But its real significance emerges 
when he begins to talk about party security. 

“A diffuse, decentralised network of 
semi-independent units, each capable of 
operation on their own if necessary, with no 
clearly defined centre to take over or 
eliminate” is a much more difficult target 
for “the enemies of British nationalism”. 
And, despite the fact that the same issue of 
Vanguard ridicules Griffin and Holland for 
constantly predicting “state repression” 
against the Front, it is precisely this 
possibility that Brady’s plan is designed to 
forestall. 

In reality, the whole scheme fits perfectly 
with the perspective shared by both 
factions, that at some point the NF will “go 
underground” and commit itself more to 
direct action than has previously been the 
case. In short, their close association with 
Italian and Loyalist terror groups in recent 
years has convinced many of them that, 
ultimately, their road to political power will 
be a violent one. And they have begun 
preparing themselves for exactly that day. 


Terrorists 


On this fundamental issue, there is no 
serious dispute between the two factions. 
The NFSG’s opposition to  widely- 
publicised contacts with the Italian 
terrorists of the Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei was based purely on cosmetic 
considerations, and their latest structure 
plan can be seen to reflect accurately the 
type of organisation featured in the Turner 
Diaries, an American manual for violent 
race war which has become their bible. 


Support Group stirs pot 


As the battle for control of the National Front 
rages on, the anti-leadership faction led by Joe 
Pearce, Ian Anderson and Martin Wingfield 
looks poised for the ‘big push* to take over. 

The evidence for this can be found in the 
bulletins of the National Front Support Group 
(NFSG) which operates out of Martin 
Wingfield’s front room in Worthing. 

The bulletins — all written in a spirit of 
virulent vituperation — heap ridicule on the 
NE*s ruling trio, Patrick Harrington, Nick 
Griffin and Derek Holland, claiming that the 
latter have used ‘Communist tactics’ to hold onto 
their positions. 

lhe poisonous flavour of the NFSG*‘s material 
can be gauged from a recent article by Joe 
Pearce. Under the heading “Smash the IRA!, 
the little Strasser of Barking lashes his former 
platform partners for going ‘soft’ on the IRA. 

Berating Holland and Co. as a ‘Clique’, 
Pearce boasts that on the day they “issued a 
bulletin which claimed that I and others didn’t 
oppose the IRA on the streets, nearly sixty 
members of the National Front Support Group 

king a pro-IRA march through North 
London”. 

Pearce goes on to tell the world at large that he 
has been arrested three times on anti-IRA 
marches and points out that his NF antagonists 
can claim no such convictions. 

More including meaningful 
sideswipes at the *Clique’s’ manipulation of the 
Constitution and its expulsion of Directorate 


follows, 


members. There are also dark hints of financial 
chicanery with the allegation that “hundreds of 
members who renewed at the start of the year 
have still not received their membership cards”. 

But, declares Pearce, “there is still hope for the 
future” beca 
new and vibrant newspaper called *The Flag’ 
and a new magazine called *Vanguard’.” 

So, from where Pearce is sitting it appears that 


se “out of their ashes has emerged a 


has been well and truly consigned to the 

rator. Another bulletin offering 

ing for a national march and rally in 

Guildford on 27 September around the theme of 

“Ulster Says No”. the NESG urges its followers to 

“ignore any ban” and wails “we do not intend to 
let a bunch of reds steal our banners”. 

This is a clear reference to the loss of the NE's 
highly-prized Albert Marriner Memorial Banner 
at Bury St. Edmonds recently where, says the 
NESG, Nick Griffin was “hiding in the column”. 

With ‘klag® being the buzz-word in the NF at 
the moment, 
faction that keeps a grip on its banner. 


power, it seems, will go to the 





NF FINGERS ON THE TRIGGER 


The National Front has been caught 
with its finger on the trigger again. 

Its latest venture into the murky world of 
terror, the sale of a bomber’s handbook at 
its Croydon bookshop, has been well and 
truly rumbled thanks to the diligence of a 
local reporter. 

The book, a US army manual designed 
for use by the US’s equivalent of the British 
SAS, includes amongst its contents 
horrifying advice on how to make lethal 
napalm bombs from materials which are 
freely available. 

Other murderous’ techniques are 
detailed in the 154-page terror manual 
which is being sold for £1.50p. 

For example, the reader is shown how to 
make bomb fuses, how to turn bricks and 
bottles into incendiary devices and even 


4 


how to kill animals (although the NF 
‘opposes’ cruelty to animals) and make use 
of their blood as a lethal weapon. 

Another book on sale at the NF’s scruffy 
Pawsons Road premises is the explicitly 
titled ‘Black Medicine, the dark art of 
death’ which spells out in macabre detail 
the various ways in which a person can be 
maimed or even killed. 


Revelations 


Following on the revelations in Searchlight 
that the NF have been hawking the 
American-published blueprint for 
genocide, the ‘Turner Diaries’, it comes as 
no shock to discover that they are also 
touting other recipes for large-scale 
terrorist violence like the ones mentioned 
above. 


Amazingly, when Croydon Post 
journalist, John Lee, made inquiries about 
this deadly literature, he was told by NF 
man, Richard Chance, that he was 
“stunned” that the US army book was on 
sale and “emphasised that the Front did not 
favour violence”. 


The sale of the sort of filth discovered on 
the NF’s bookshop shelves is entirely 
consistent with its cosy adoption of theories 
about ‘political soldiering’ and _ the 
propensity of its leaders for running around 
with Italian fascist terrorists and Ulster 
Loyalist thugs. 


It is, in short, part of the NF’s long-term 
strategy of launching a vicious war of 
intimidation and murder aimed at ‘taking 
out’ its opponents. 


‘Racist’ councillors kicked off committees 


A Tory Councillor in Brent has 
been kicked off all the Borough 
council committees after having 
made remarks to an Asian 
councillor that he should go back 
where he came from. 


The target of the remark, Nitim 
Parshotam, denounced the statement,. 
by Tory Gwen Tookey, as “an affront to 
the whole of Brent’s multi-racial 
community”. 

Tookey, who has served on the 
council for 18 years, is unrepentant and 
has stridently asserted that the Labour 
group is trying to “gag” her. 

She has also attempted to justify her 
jibe at Mr Parshotam by saying that 
when she told him to go back to where 
he came from, she thought he had come 
from Redbridge in East London. 

Tookey is not the only Brent Tory in 
hot water for alleged racist attitudes. 
Last month, one of her colleagues, 
Arthur Steel, was removed from 
appointments panels for the same 
reason. 

It is understood that both Tookey and 
Steel are now taking legal advice on the 
issue. 


Whicker’s 


Mitcham-based nazi dustman Eddie 
Whicker has been convicted of 
causing £520 worth of damage to 
Stockport railway station booking 
office after a failed NF demo in the 
town last November. 

For his pains, Whicker was given a three 
months’ sentence, suspended for a year, 
fined £250 and ordered to pay for the 
window that he smashed with a banner 
pole. 

The prosecutor at Manchester Crown 
Court said that Whicker had been in the 
booking office area with a mob of about 40 
other NF supporters after being spotted by 
opponents. 

Abuse had been hurled but when a black 





Eddie Whicker. 


However, the Tories of Brent are not 
the only people on the council whose 
outlook has been subjected to scrutiny. 
Labour councillors there have also come 
under fire, for their attitude to the anti- 
semitic black Muslim leader, Louis 
Farrakhan, and his supporters. 

Local Liberals claim that the ruling 
Labour group on Brent Council is trying 
to avoid a firm decision to ban meetings 
of the ‘Lift the ban on Farrakhan 
Campaign’, which is alleged to have 
been allowed to hire a school for a 
meeting. 

Liberal leader John Hammond has 
demanded that existing bans, which 
apply to overtly fascist movements like 
the National Front and British National 
Party, should be extended to include the 
pro-Farrakhan group. He has also 
demanded an explanation for the letting 
of school premises to the latter. 

When Mr Hammond put down 
motions on these issues, they were 
‘pushed upstairs’ to the Brent borough’s 
Policy Committee without discussion 
and side-stepped with a temporary ban 
“until the matter can be considered in 
detail”. 

Stung by Liberal criticism, Labour 
councillors have hit back with 


accusations that the Liberals are trying 
to exploit internal divisions within the 
Labour Party over Farrakhan, who, last 
year, was refused entry to Britain. 

Replying to the Liberals, Labour 
Councillor Len Snow declared that 
Farrakhan was trying “to ride a rising 
tide of nationalism and had chosen the 
Jewish community as a scapegoat”. 

If there is confusion in Brent Labour 
circles over how to deal with anti-semitic 
rabble rousing, there should be none in 
Islington, where the Labour Party 
would do well to look closely at one of its 
councillors, deputy-mayor Terry 
Herbert. 

Herbert was at the centre of a furious 
row last month when he is alleged to 
have called a member of the SDP- 
Liberal Alliance group on the borough 
council a “Jewish goat”. Though 
Herbert did subsequently apologise for 
this disgusting remark, Alliance 
councillors contend that the manner of 
the apology was “graceless”. 

Labour council leader Margaret 
Hodge has described Alliance 
complaints about Herbert as “despicable 
and dishonest” and accused Labour’s 
opponents of trying to capitalise on the 
situation. 





world of racial violence 


person was seen in the underpass adjoining 
the ticket office, the nazis went berserk. 
Leading the pack was Whicker, 
brandishing his banner pole and a hammer. 

The court was told that Whicker broke 
a glass panel and went outside and 
threatened the black person, after 
previously shouting insults and banging on 
the window. 

Whicker likes to be thought of as ‘a lad 


who can put himself about physically’. So 
he cannot have been very pleased at the 
words of his defence counsel at the Court 
hearing. 

According to his lawyer, Whicker and his 
friends “sought refuge in the office after 
they were recognised as National Front 
supporters”. 

In everyday language that means they 
“legged it”. 





Nazi thugs get off lightly 


Two nazithugs who tried to enforce 
a ‘Whites Only Zone’ in London’s 
East End were found guilty of 
assault at Chelmsford Crown Court 
last month. 

The two, John Child of the British 
Movement and Paul Smith of the National 
Front had originally faced more serious 
charges. Child was accused of wounding 
with intent, unlawful wounding and assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm, while 
Smith was up for attempted robbery. 

Violence erupted after a NF social in 
Barking in August 1985 when skinhead 
gangs set up roadblocks and declared the 
area a ‘white only zone’. A black man, 
Robert Horsford, was stabbed in the 
kidneys. 

During the proceedings, the jury was 
told of how Child was alleged to have 
stabbed Robert Horsford from behind 


before being thrown to the ground and 
detained by a policewoman. 

Despite a large amount of evidence 
suggesting that Child had stabbed Mr 
Horsford, the serious charges against him 
were dropped in a bout of plea bargaining 
and he was fined £250 and bound over in 
the sum of £250 for 12 months for common 
assault. Smith’s charges were also reduced 
to common assault and he was fined £200. 

In their submissions, defence lawyers for 
both men attested to their ‘good character’. 
Smith’s lawyer claimed that his client was 
no longer active in the NF. He did not deny 
that Smith was still a member. 

Child’s lawyer also had a defensive 
attitude to his client’s political pedigree, 
trying to argue that any reference to Child’s 
statement to the police that he “hated all 
wogs” was inadmissable evidence. Sadly, 
this sophistry found favour with the judge. 
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THE ruling faction in the Front 
suffered a further setback last 
month when _ their printer 
defected to Joe _ Pearce’s 
opposition faction. 

The leadership has already been 
seriously weakened by Pearce’s decision 
to line up with the opposition when he 
was released from prison a couple of 
months ago. It is mainly his presence 
with the opposition that enables them to 
mount any serious challenge to the 
leadership amongst the party’s rank and 
file. 

Until now, Griffin and Holland, who 
are ruling the roost, have been able to 
depend on getting out party publications 
supporting their position because they 





NF printer defects to rebel faction 


have been backed by the party’s printer, 
former NF accountant Tom Acton. 

Acton has been running a commercial 
printing operation from a secret address 
on the south coast. Now, however, he 
has decided to throw in his lot with 
Pearce, and has stopped printing for the 
Front. Recent issues of National Front 
News have been thoroughly messy and 
amateurish as a result. 

With Spearhead suspended following 
the gaoling of BNP leader John Tyndall, 
and his stand-in Richard Edmonds 
apparently incapable of ensuring the 
regular appearance of British 
Nationalist, the fascist press may be 
entering one of its leanest periods for 
many years. 


Front weapons offences 


National Front organiser for Newcastle, 
Colin Todd, (23), walked away with only a 
fine after admitting in court he had carried a 
knuckleduster on a banned Front march in 
Oldham in July. His sentence was 
remarkably light considering his recent 
conviction for assault in Newcastle and the 
fact, considered by Oldham magistrates, 
that he had clearly travelled the 130 miles to 
Oldham looking for trouble. 

Two NF supporters, John Charles Butler, 
(18), and Wendy Pennington, (20), were 
each fined £250 for possessing offensive 
weapons in a public place. Pennington was 
found carrying a knife with a 12 inch blade. 
They had both been in Oldham in 
connection with the banned rally. 

In Bury St Edmunds, a steward on a 
National Front march was arrested after he 
attacked a counter-demonstrator. He had 
approached the man and punched him 
about the head and body. When arrested, 










North-East Regional 
Organiser Colin Todd nurses 
a broken arm as he tells of 
NF growth on Tyneside 
Colin Todd, pictured here in The Flag, 
published by Front rebels. They don’t tell us 


that his arm was broken by other NF 
members during internal feuding. 
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help was needed to put him in a police van. 

Colin Crouch, (25), was fined £100 and 
bound over to keep the peace for two years 
in the sum of £200 after he admitted using 
threatening behaviour on the march 
through Bury on 5 July. In mitigation, 
Crouch said he had been hit by a brick and 
was no longer a member of the National 
Front. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ BNP MEN ACCUSED OVER MANDELA 
STATUE 


The leader of the British National Party and two 
other party members have been accused of 
smashing a bust of Nelson Mandela. The statue 
stood outside the Royal Festival Hall. 

Richard Edmonds, (43), of Forest Hill, South 
London, Ian Dell, (26), of Woolwich, and Liam 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

Names and addresses of subscribers to 
Searchlight are held on a computer to 
enable us to provide a more efficient 
service. This information is not used for 











Tom Acton. 


Kerraghan, (21), of Norwich, were committed for 
trial at Southwark Crown Court. 

Edmonds took over the leadership of the BNP 
after John Tyndall was jailed for 12 months 
earlier this year for inciting racial hatred. 


@ FRONT OFFICIAL ON BOMB CHARGE 


A leading official of the National Front has 
appeared in court charged with sending hoax 
bombs to four newspapers in Kent. 

It was alleged that Paul Johnson, (28), 
committed the offences between January and 
February, while he was South East branch 
organiser for the National Front. Johnson was 
remanded on bail to appear at Kent Crown Court. 
(Chatham Standard 29.7.86, Folkestone Herald 
1.8.86) 


@ CEMETERY VANDAL 


A Rochdale man admitted knocking over a 
gravestone in the Asian section of a local 
cemetery. Martin Joseph Thompson, (21), was 
fined £40 with £26.50 costs. Police kept watch 
after extensive damage to Asian graves in the 
cemetery. Over 80 have been knocked down or 
sprayed with yellow paint. (New Life 15.8.86) 
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FCS WAVES TWO FINGERS 
AT TORY PARTY LEADERS 


The Tory Party’s running battle with 
the extreme-right Federation of 
Conservative Students seems 
certain to provide yet more 
embarrassing clashes in the run-up 
to the general election. 


At their conference in Leicester last 
month the students rejected calls to keep a 
low profile in the interests of party unity. 
They chose instead to continue with the 
policies and tactics which have brought 
them into constant conflict with the Tory 
Party hierarchy. 

FCS chairman John Bercow’ was 
censured by an overwhelming 16 to 1 vote 
of the  organisation’s  ‘libertarian’- 
controlled national committee for siding 
with the party establishment in the row 
over Lord Stockton’s alleged role as a “war 
criminal”. He had repudiated an article in 
the students’ New Agenda magazine which 
made allegations about the then Harold 
Macmillan’s part in sending back 70,000 
Cossacks and Yugoslavs to suffer death or 
slave labour under Stalin and Tito at the 
end of the last war. 

Party chairman Norman Tebbit is furious 
that two members of the FCS national 
committee joined the historian Count 
Nikolai Tolstoy — author of _ the 
accusations against the former Tory Prime 
Minister — on the platform at a conference 
fringe meeting where he repeated his 
charges. Tolstoy was due to address the full 
conference but FCS leaders bowed to 
pressure from senior party officials to 
withdraw the invitation. 

Tebbit had earlier been granted a High 
Court injunction preventing further 
distribution of the offending magazine, 
after some 2,000 copies had already been 
sent out. The party chairman and Hal 
Miller, one of his vice-chairmen, had also 
issued a writ claiming damages from Harry 
Phibbs, the New Agenda editor, for breach 
of contract, misrepresentation and libel. 





Harry Phibbs. 


Phibbs was initially unrepentant over 
publication of the controversial article. But 
in return for Tebbit dropping his legal 
action, Phibbs resigned the editorship, 
apologised for the embarrassment caused 
and admitted that he had not followed the 
guidelines covering party publications. The 
magazine, carrying the Tory Party logo and 
the address of Tory Central Office, gave 
the impression that the attack on Lord 
Stockton was sanctioned by party officials. 

While Phibbs received a hero’s welcome 
at the conference, invited party speakers 
were given a rough ride. Two Government 
ministers and party deputy-chairman 
Jeffrey Archer faced persistent questioning 
over Government policy on education and 
Northern Ireland. A succession of speakers 
called for the abolition of the closed shop in 
student unions, and the “no platform” 


policy; the introduction of student loans; 
the scrapping of the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, and increased border security. 

The conference passed a series of 
motions which illustrate the FCS’s 
widening political differences with the 
Government, including one in favour of 
abandoning all immigration controls to 
allow the free movement of labour between 


countries. Harry Phibbs argued that 
libertarians had to be _ ideologically 
consistent: “Libertarianism is an 


internationalist doctrine or it is nothing”, 
he said. Delegates opposing the plan said it 
would damage the Tory Party’s chances at 
the next election. “A lot of the electorate 
want stricter immigration controls, and if 
that’s what they want, that’s what we’ll 
have to give them”, said one. 


SOS RACISM 
INTERNATIONAL 
DELEGATION 


WACISA 


LONDON 


@ Oct 2-5. Details to be finalised. 


BIRMINGHAM 


@ Oct 6-7. Public meeting and social/reception in 
Handsworth and meetings with black and Asian groups. 


SHEFFIELD 


@ Oct 8 meetings with anti-racists and immigrant 


community leaders. 


@ Oct 9 public meeting: 7.30pm. Afro-Caribbean Centre, 


The Wicker, Sheffield. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


@ Oct 9 public meeting: South Shields Town Hall 


(evening). 


@ Oct 10 meetings with ethnic communities, trade unions 
and members of Tyne and Wear Unemployed Workers’ 


Movement. 


MANCHESTER 


@ Oct 11 national demonstration Wives and Fiancees 
Campaign. 3.00pm Longsight Library. 
@ Evening social: Capri Ballroom Rusholme 8.00pm. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS: Ring SOS Racism 061-344-3000. 


@ Searchlight urges all anti-racists and anti-fascists to 
give maximum support to these events. 











PARADISE LOST? 


LIFE as a National Front stalwart can be a 
precarious business, as Andrew Nicholls in 
Stoke-on-Trent has discovered. 

At the end of May, the local branch 
members bulletin announced “a change in 
the group’s organisational structure. The 
group is now being organised jointly by Kev 
Smithard and David Michael, with our former 
organiser, Andrew Nicholls, playing a 
consultative role and giving us the benefit of 
his many years experience as a valiant, 
reliable, committed and often courageous 
activist”. 

Such accolades are not handed out lightly 
or often, even in the low-threshold heroism 
world of the National Front. But what can 
this be? The very next bulletin, barely a 
month later, reveals that the very same 
Andrew Nicholls has been peremptorily 
booted out of the local branch which is also 
recommending his expulsion from the party. 

The charges? Passing classified 
information (what?) to enemies; the misuse 
and disappearance of unit funds; engaging in 
activities likely to endanger all members of 
the group; and gross incompetence inflicting 
real damage to the unit. 

“All members and branches who have had 
dealings with Nicholls in the recent past are 
advised to take precautions against betrayal. 
Manchester and Blackpool should be 
particularly cautious”, the bulletin warns 
ominously. 

Even in the strife torn history of the 
National Front, rarely can a fall from grace 
have been so sudden or so complete. 


% % % 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


ON THE road again is itinerant Britische 
Historiker David Irving, off this month on a 
15-day tour of South Africa and Namibia. 

Irving will doubtless feel at home there. 
Not only is the political climate considerably 
more congenial than decadent, liberal old 
England, but Irving has, he claims, family 
connections with South Africa. His great 
grandfather, Alfred Dolman, an author and 
explorer, was, he says, “killed and eaten by 
his native bearers in Bechuanaland”. We 
trust that he proved just a little more 
digestible than his great-grandson’s 
historical and literary efforts. 

Irving’s lecture subjects will include “The 
manipulation of the History of the 20th 
Century” — a subject with some relevance to 
the advance publicity given to his visit in the 
South African media. The Johannesburg 
Sunday Times, for instance, reported that “it 
was Mr Irving’s meticulous research and 
evidence presented in Hamburg in 1983 
which showed ‘Hitler’s Diaries’ ... to be a 
clever forgery”. 


Well not quite. After first declaring them to 
be forged, Irving changed his mind and 
pronounced them genuine — only days 
before German forensic scientists showed 
conclusively that they were faked. 

But, as we have said before, it would be 
churlish of us to spoil yet another Irving yarn 
by insisting upon the unnecessary intrusion 
of ill-fitting matters of fact. 


RIGHT’S RIGHTS 


NICE to see the New Statesman doing its bit 
to promote the International Society for 
Human Rights by running an advert for its 
latest publication, Human Rights and 
Namibia. Who, after all, could decline 
support to such an eminently worthy- 
sounding outfit? 

Well we would for a start. The ISHR is 
linked to the right-wing Russian emigré 
group NTS, war-time collaborators with the 
nazis. On ISHR’s British Section committee 
are people like the Monday Club’s Adrian 
Lee and right-wing FCS activist Karen 
Cooksley. Its human rights preoccupations 
are predictible: Nicaragua, Afghanistan, the 
Soviet Union, and South Africa. If the last 
seems a little out of place it ought to be 
explained that their main concern is how 
“radicals” and “militants” like the ANC are 
depriving “moderate” blacks of their 
“human rights” in the townships. One of the 
“moderates” they quote turns out to be a 
black supporter of the Botha regime's state 
of emergency. For the ISHR, “while apartheid 
as a creed is indefensible, the means now 
adopted by the radical black groups is even 
more so...”. Oh really? 

Of the situation in Nicaragua they tell us 
“whilst the Somoza regime may not be 
considered to have been ideal, that of the 
Sandinistas appears to be turning out to be 
considerably worse as far as human rights 
are concerned”. 

Unlike, say, Amnesty International, the 
ISHR appears from its publications to make 
no effort to be evenhanded and represent the 
cause of human rights where they are being 






curtailed by right-wing regimes. Its whole 
obsession is with ‘left-wing totalitarianism’ 
and as such its activities may be seen to fit in 
ever so neatly with the efforts of the many 
well-funded cold war lobbies busily building 
support for anti-democratic right-wing 
insurgents in central America, South East 
Asia and elsewhere. 


% % % 


AN EXPERT WRITES... 


RECENTLY appointed organiser/chairman of 
Croydon National Front, Chris Marchant, 
made the local press within a couple of 
weeks of assuming his new office. 

“Back from a ten day trip to trouble-torn 
Northern Ireland”, reported the Croydon 
Advertiser, Marchant claimed to have 
witnessed “disgusting police violence” 
against Loyalists in the province. 

And violence, particularly of the disgusting 
variety, is a subject that Mr Marchant knows 
a little about. Only last year, as a Front- 
supporting serving soldier, he was convicted 
in London after a ‘disgusting’ violent assault 
upon a Morning Star paper seller. 


* % * 


BEHIND THE RUINS 


AN interesting new association emerges 
from a few enquiries into ‘Above the Ruins’, 
an NF supported band which is trying to 
break into the market for racist rock music 
opened up by the unsavoury likes of lan 
Stuart’s ‘Skrewdriver’. ‘Above the Ruins’ is 
not entirely unknown to the NF’s current 
thug-in-chief, Nicky Crane, gauleiter of their 
Avenell Rd, north London rat hole. 

A broadsheet advertising their album is 
published from a British Monomarks box 
number in London. And it turns out to be that 
of ever-so-respectable new rightist Michael 
Walker, editor of Scorpion. He has been, 
readers will recall, host to convicted terrorist 


Roberto Fiore, who shared his Pimlico flat. 


Out into the light of day at last comes long-time NF activist Richard Lawson, who till now has 


been playing a careful behind-the-scenes role in the NF split. A former NF editor, he went on to 
publish his own Heritage and Destiny, and, more recently, set up a ‘cultural’ society called 
lona. He is seen here with Joe Pearce, Nick Griffin and Steve Brady. 
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Fifty years ago, on 4 October 1936, the workers of East 


London and their allies won the day over Mosley’s black- 
shirted battalions. This month Searchlight pays tribute 
to some of the men and women who vowed and saw to it 
that the fascists would not pass that day. We salute that 
generation of anti-fascists by telling some of their 
individual stories, which reveal an ongoing struggle 
against the forces of fascism before and after the events 


of that October day. 


To set the scene of the Battle of East 
London, one has to know something of 
the area, of its people at that time and 
of how Mosley saw the day as a vital 
part of his strategy to rule the streets. 


Learning from the successes of fascism in 
Italy and Germany, Mosley realised that 
those who controlled the streets and 
defeated the working class movement 
would eventually win political power and 
sweep aside human rights in Britain. 

For hundreds of years London’s East 
End, due to its proximity to the docks, has 
had a steady turnover of immigrant groups 
— Huguenots, Irish, Dutch and various 
political and religious dissenters. At the 
turn of the century, the area saw an influx 
of large numbers of Jews fleeing religious 
and political persecution in Czarist Russia 
and Poland. Anti-immigrant groups, such 
as the British Brothers League, sprang up, 
and Parliament passed immigration control 
legislation that was in many ways as harsh 
as today’s racist Immigration Acts. 

At that time the anti-semites were often 
right-wing trade union politicians, 
appealing to the xenophobia of craft 
workers and the mass of unskilled labour 
who suffered from the periodic economic 


crises that would throw them out of work. 
Anti-semitism was also rife among the 
bosses who feared the radical influence of 
socialist and anarchist Jews brought up in 
the struggle against Czarist tyranny. 

Onto the London political scene came 
men and women with new and radical ideas 
and an ability to organise, speak and write. 
Often they wrote in Yiddish, Russian, 
Polish or German before they could pen a 
single pamphlet in English. The British 
ruling class saw this group of immigrants, 
combined with the newly-emergent Labour 
Party and trade unions, as something to 
fear. So anti-semitism was used as a 
weapon to divide worker from worker. 

These mainly young men and women 
who preached atheism also posed a threat 
to their ethnic hierarchy and clear gulfs 
emerged between fathers and_ sons, 
mothers and daughters. For many of them 
the syndicalist club took the place that the 
synagogue held for their parents. But the 
cultural traditions of the Jewish faith also 
meant they were studious and loved the 
heat of the debate, except that now the 
debate was often about the finer points of 
Marx and Engels, rather than rabbinical 
law. 

The Jewish teaching of offering a place at 





THE BATTLE OF CABLE STREET 


MICK MINDEL — TRADE UNION LEADER 


1936. 


1986. 


‘We were caught three ways in the East End if 
the nazis took over — we were communists, 
trade unionists and Jews. We had no choice 
but to help mobilise the working class to resist 
fascism. 

I was a keen sportsman and had visited 
Germany in 1932 to play football with workers 
in Cologne on a trade union organised trip. 
There I saw the SA, the brownshirts, actually 
firing at the crowds of spectators. A year later 
I went back again in the week Hitler came to 
power. I saw them marching through the 
streets, the flaming torches, the hate; I saw 
something of what was to engulf the world. 

My union was a craft tailors’ union which 
was Yiddish speaking. I had been brought up 
reading the works of Jewish trade unionists 
and labour movement activists in Yiddish. I 
am glad the language is now enjoying a 
revival, as much of the Yiddish material 
produced in the early years of this century is 
very relevant to what happens to immigrant 
workers today. 

I strove to unite my union and the larger 
Garment Workers’ Union, so that we could 
conduct one struggle. Being a craft union, my 
members were worried about protecting their 
skills and also there was real resistance to 
women playing a proper role in the union. But 
women leaders like Sarah Wesker set an 
example and at the time of the Cable Street 
battle she was a real inspiration to all of us. 

I was also very active in the Jewish 
Workers’ Circle, which united several 
generations of Jewish socialists and anti- 
fascists and had its roots among the refugees in 
Czarist Russia. This organisation remained a 
strong anti-fascist force as late as the 1960s. 

The victory on 4 October 1936 was very 
sweet. Of course the fascists did not stop their 
attacks in the East End but it made many 
young Jews recognise the need to stand up and 
fight and realise that together with non-Jews 
we could defeat the racists and fascists. Our 
experience was like that of many young Asians 
today who learn the lessons of struggle 
through direct experience: they see their 


‘families attacked and some decide to stand up 


and be counted. 

More than anything in those years of 
struggle, I saw that people, no matter how 
poor, could by working together determine 
their own futures. As workers we were sure of 
ourselves and knew clearly what the choices 
were. Despite the mass unemployment and the 
hardship, these were exhilarating times to live 
through.” 








your table to those less fortunate than 
yourself was extended to the families of the 
dockers in the struggle for the “docker’s 
tanner”. Catholic children were taken into 
Jewish homes where they shared the 
family’s meagre food and were kept warm, 
clean and clothed. Many East Enders will 
tell you that this act of generosity had never 
been forgotten by London’s Catholic 
dockers, and when the call came to stop 
Mosley on 4 October 1936, it was dockers 
in the main who blocked Mosley’s second 
front in Cable Street with barricades and 
physically defeated the police trying to 
clear Mosley’s path. It was the dockers too 
who held several policemen prisoner for 
some hours after the police stormed the 
first of those barricades and were forced to 
surrender. 

By 1936 most young Jews in Stepney 
were the second generation in this country. 
Many were politically active in the trade 
unions and labour movement while others 
were intent on their own advancement in 
British society and did not wish to show 
disrespect for the establishment or 
encourage their children to put justice 
before opportunity. 


After Spain, the 
alarm bells rang 
loud and clear 


Hitler was then in his third year of power. 
Reports of the persecution of the Jews were 
becoming more and more alarming and his 
attacks on the German left and trade union 
movement were being watched closely in 
Britain. With the backing of a number of 
industrialists, the Daily Mail and some 
senior police and army officers, Mosley was 
shaping up for a head-on fight with his 
enemies. Mass unemployment was being 
used as a weapon against the Jews in the 
same way as_ today’s widespread 
unemployment is used against the black 
population. The fear of fascism was steadily 
increasing and after Franco and _his 
generals revolted against the elected 
Government in Spain, the alarm bells rang 
loud and clear. 

Mosley announced that he would march 
through the East End and on to victory. He 
would assemble at Tower Hill, pass through 
the main junction at Aldgate, (known as 
Gardiner’s Corner after the large 
department store that dominated the 
crossroads) and march on to Victoria Park 
for a mass rally. 

The leaders of the Jewish community 
called on people to stay off the streets. 
Youth clubs under their control organised 
coaches to bus youngsters out of the area 
for football matches and other events to 
prevent them turning out to oppose 
physically the fascist marchers. Jewish 
shopkeepers were advised to board up their 
windows and close for the day. 

But at street level and on the shop floors 
of the hundreds of small garment and 
woodworking factories, the unions and the 
left called for a fight. Whilst the Labour 
Party told its members to stay out of 
trouble, the Independent Labour Party 
played an active role in mobilising 
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thousands of Labour supporters to head for 
the area. Train loads of workers poured 
into London and small Jewish community 
defence groups like the Blue and White 
Shirts — the Newham 7 of their day — 
spread the word to oppose the fascists. 
Although the gangster, Jack “Spot” Comer, 
later claimed that he organised gangs of 
Jewish criminals to fight the fascists, eye 
witnesses say he was in Leeds at the time on 
the run from the police. But some young 
Jews who frequented the billiard halls 
around the East End joined their more law 
abiding neighbours in the struggle. 


Mosley announced 
he would march 
to victory 


Prominent at the head of the organised 
resistance was the Communist Party under 
the local leadership of Phil Piratin, who was 
later to represent Stepney as a Communist 
MP. The Young Communist League was 
given the important task of holding 


Victoria Park against the blackshirts. 
Sunday is a busy market day in East 
London even today, a day when people 
tend to spend a lot of time in the streets 
meeting work mates and friends and going 





to visit their families. Fifty years ago it was 
no different. But on 4 October 1936 people 
began to arrive in the area, not to do their 
shopping, but to assemble at Gardiner’s 
Corner. Estimates of the crowd have varied 
from 300,000 to close on half a million — 
local people had been moving towards 
Aldgate all morning. 


Train loads of 
workers poured 
into London 


Late in the morning the local branch of the 
British Legion, which because of its large 
Jewish membership was known as the 
Maccabean branch, assembled near the 
London Hospital behind a Union Jack and 
the Legion banners for a march in the area. 
The marchers were mainly veterans of the 
First World War including men who had 
been crippled or gassed. As they were 
about to set out, a large number of 
mounted police appeared on the scene and 


a senior police officer ordered the marchers 
to disperse. They refused, telling him it was 
their regular parade. Within seconds the 
police swept down on them, rather like the 
Cossacks who had terrorised their parents 
and grandparents in Russia, and beat them 
severely. The Legion banner and Union 
Jack were torn down, ripped apart and 
trampled in the gutter. Word of this 
atrocity spread like wildfire and people old 
and young poured onto the streets. 





In Mile End a young woman marching 
alone shouted out: “They shall not pass” and 
headed towards Aldgate. As she walked, 
thousands of people fell in behind her and by 
the time she reached her goal tens of 
thousands were with her. 

Then the police made their move to clear 
a way for Mosley through this huge throng. 
Again and again police on foot and on 
horseback charged the crowds, but still 
they held fast while Mosley waited 
impatiently with his troops. The police 
were finally forced to give up when four 
tram drivers abandoned their vehicles and 
immobilised them in the middle of 
Gardiner’s Corner. Sir Philip Game, the 
Commissioner of Police, swore he would 
clear a way through, but as time went on it 
became clear that Gardiner’s Corner would 
remain in the hands of the workers. 

The second front at Cable Street failed in 
equally spectacular fashion and now 
Mosley’s own safety was endangered. Anti- 
fascist volunteers, mostly London Hospital 


continued on page 12 


Charlie Goodman being arrested in Commercial Road. 


CHARLIE AND JOY GOODMAN 
TENANTS’ LEADERS 


Charlie Goodman’s arrest on 4 October 1936 
was notable for two things — the sheer 
brutality of the police and the guts of this 16- 
year-old kid who faced up to them. 

At one point in the battle at Gardiner’s 
Corner, when after literally hours of police 
charges the crowd retreated a bit, Charlie 
climbed up a lamp post and shouted at the top 
of his voice: “Don’t be yellow bellies, forward, 
we are winning”. The police eventually caught 
up with him in Commercial Road and he was 
clubbed, punched and kicked all the way to 
Leman Street police station. (Things have not 
changed much. How many Asians have 
suffered similarly at that police station in the 
last 15 years?) 

Charlie’s wife, Joy, remembers his act of 
defiance. Though only 12 years old, she too 
was in the front line that day. Four years later 
she met Charlie and later they married. She 
recalls that when she met him, she asked 
whether he was the nutcase up the lamp post. 
When he said he was, she knew he was just her 
type. 

As Charlie staggered home after a second 
beating inside the police station, his head 
wrapped in bandages, he was stopped by an 


elderly Jewish women who asked whether he 
had been in the fighting. He thought she might 
disapprove if he said yes, and he also felt that 
his was but a small part in the day’s events, so 
he said he had not been involved. To his 
surprise and joy, she said: “A curse on you that 
you did not fight this day”. It sounds a bit like 
something out of Henry V, but that’s how the 
community felt by the end of the battle. In the 
morning before the battle even started, any 
man not heading towards Aldgate was abused 
by old people on the street. 

Charlie was sentenced to a few months’ 
hard labour and found himself in the same 
prison as Arnold Leese, leader of the Imperial 
Fascist League. Leese got into some difficulties 
when he was given light duties in the prison 
tailoring ship. Apparently, most days he ‘fell’ 
down the stairs. 

The Jewish authorities took a harsher view 
of those who were arrested in the fight than 
they did of a Jew in prison for committing a 
crime. The influential Henriques family, who 
were great philanthropists in the East End, 
were much hated for their attitude towards the 
anti-fascist movement. Joy Goodman was 
expelled from her youth club for selling the 
Young Communist League newspaper 
Challenge. When she pointed out that pro- 
Mosley papers like the Mail and the London 
Evening News could be had at the club, but not 
one that stood up for the Jewish minority’s 
rights, Lady Henriques told her she was 
incorrigible. 

Charlie went off to Spain to fight for the 
Republic. Later he joined the British Army 
and was wounded at Dunkirk. His injury kept 
him in hospital for more than a year. 

He recalls that in 1940 his Commanding 
Officer asked for men with fighting experience 
to come forward. When Charlie said he had 
been in the International Brigade, the CO said 
he did not mean that kind of experience, he 
meant men who had served in India and the 
like. After the Soviet Union entered the war, 
ex-International Brigaders got rapid 
promotion because of their experience in 


Charlie Goodman today. 


modern warfare. 

Since the war the Goodmans have earned 
the love and respect of East Enders through 
their work as tenants’ leaders. Charlie and Joy 
did not give up the struggle agaiinst fascism. In 
1962 when Mosley tried to speak at Victoria 
Park Square, Charlie, who was then a 
member of the local police watch committee, 
and his two sons were arrested. Joy was also 
taken into custody but released because she 
was pregnant. 

Charlie told Searchlight: “The struggle of 
the people against fascism and racism must go 
on today. Jews must be made aware that the 
plight of the Asians is no different from the 
sufferings of their own parents and grand- 
parents. The religious divisions within the 
Asian community, the generation gap, even 
the exploitation by sweat shop owners of their 
communities, all have their parallels in the 
1930s in the Jewish community of the East 
End. 

“The names change, the streets are the 
same, and so are the problems. The glorious 
struggle of 1936 must be remembered today.” 
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JACK SHAW 
SOLDIER, TAILOR, SAILOR, CAB 
DRIVER. 


Jack Shaw in Spain with the 
International Brigade. 


medical students, were working within 
Mosley’s ranks, passing on intelligence and 
occasionally attacking the fascists. 
Mosley’s car windscreen was smashed, 
showering him with glass, and when the 
blackshirt officers lined up to have their 
photograph taken, a group of young Jewish 
boys smashed the cameras before being 
brutally arrested and taken away. 

As evening approached, the fascists were 
told to retreat. They headed westwards 
along the embankment protected by huge 
numbers of police. It was now that a march 
set off to Victoria Park — not a fascist 

. column but a victory parade for anti-fascists 
everywhere, but mainly for the people of 
East London. 

At Victoria Park a chauffeur-driven car 
arrived. Out stepped a young man and 
woman in full blackshirt officer’s uniform. 
They had come to join their leader in a 
celebration. As they entered the park, it 
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Jack Shaw (formerly Shuckman) was not a 
member of any political party when he went 
onto the streets in 1936. But he knew that 
fascism was a danger for the Jews, and also 
that it posed a very real threat to democracy. It 
took several large policemen to bring Jack 
down in the battle that day and by the time 
they dragged him into Leman Street police 
station, the floor and walls were covered with 
the blood of those who had been beaten by the 
police. He was thrown down and left in a 
corner of the charge room. 

While he was there, he saw a_ huge 
policeman drag in a young woman, rip off her 
blouse and hold his truncheon as if to strike 
her in the face. She stared straight at him and, 
with defiance in her voice, said: “I am not 
afraid of you”. As the room went quiet, the 
policeman called her a Jewish bitch and put 
her in a cell. Jack says she typified the courage 
and spirit of the women in the anti-fascist 
struggle. 

Jack was sentenced to three months’ hard 
labour and sent to Bristol, which made it hard 
for his parents to visit him. He did not get a 
single visit from any Jewish community 
official until the week of his release and then it 
was only to condemn him for fighting back. 

The experience of the struggle in East 
London had made him see that fascism was a 
danger that had to be fought throughout the 
world. So after his release he headed straight 
for the docks and signed on as a hand ona ship 
bound for Spain. This was quite easy for him 
as young Jews in the garment trade often 
became seamen in times of seasonal 
unemployment. When the ship arrived in 





suddenly dawned on them that they were 
not exactly welcome. People said that had it 
not been for the discipline of the crowd, the 
couple would have been lynched. As it was, 
one of the Young Communist defenders of 
the park pointed at them and started to 
laugh and his laughter was joined by that of 
hundreds of thousands of others. 


THEY HAD 
NOT PASSED! 
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Victory commemorated — the able Street mural painted by local artists. 


Spain, he jumped ship to join the International 
Brigade. After six months in the front line, 
they discovered he was only 17 and sent him 
home. 

As soon as he could, he joined the British 
army and was soon a sergeant gunnery 
instructor in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, a 
mainly Welsh speaking regiment whose 
Commanding Officer had a high regard for his 
‘Jewish boyos’. Later he served in the front 
line in India and Burma. 

Back in Britain, within 18 months of the end 
of the war he was once again arrested for 
knocking a fascist off a platform. Little or 
nothing had changed except that the truth 
about fascism had become clearer when the 
gates of the death camps were opened. 

Today Jack is still driving a cab and still 
responds vigorously to anyone who spouts 
racist remarks in his presence. His son, a 
doctor, is trying to put together a history of the 
Jews who went to fight for the Spanish 
Republic. 

This month Jack will join a few hundred 
other Jewish former members of the 
international Brigade to march through Tel 
Aviv with around 200 survivors who live in 
Israel. Chaim Herzog, Israel’s president, will 
take the salute. 

Many of Jack’s young Jewish 
contemporaries were not at all religious. They 
could have walked away from the struggle and 
blended in with non-Jews, but they chose to 
stand and fight. Jack explains: “Our parents 
used to light the candles on the Sabbath. We 
knew what fascism would mean for mankind. 
We had to stop them blowing the candles out.” 
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FRONT’S FLAGGING FORTUNES 


Oh, no. Not another fascist publication. As 
if to commemorate its flagging fortunes, the 
National Front announced in August the 
launch of the aptly named The Flag. 


To be precise, the National Front did not 
actually raise this latest Flag. To all intents and 
nefarious purposes this newest publication looks 
just like a typical NF production. It comprises 
eight pages of the same size and format as 
National Front News, the same glossy paper, the 
same simple headlines, the same red, white and 
blue trappings on the front page. And, of course, 
the same shameful, but unashamed, racism. 

Just like the typical NF rag, The Flag also 
sports stories about great party successes. Page 
one tells us about Mr Roger Evans (bald, fat but 
white-shirted to judge from the photo) polled six 
times as many votes as the Conservative 
candidate in a council election in Tower Hamlets. 
Those readers, who are able to read beyond the 
headline and can tackle the somewhat smaller 
print of the story, will find that only 138 people 
voted for Mr Evans. 

Page two has even more details. “Well done 
Tower Hamlets” it declares, thereby branding 
the whole area by the actions of 138 lost souls. 
There is news about a couple of other candidates, 
in places like Barking and Croydon, who also 
managed to attract five per cent of votes. Even 
those who could only attract two and three per 
cent are described as “giving a welcome boost” to 
their branches. Yes, unfurl the flags for all the 
racial heroes, who did their worst but hardly 
troubled the tellers in places like Portsmouth, 
Birmingham and West London. 

The Flag is also raised in salute to great NF 
occasions. For starters, take the NF St. George’s 
Day Pageant. Racial comrades “were crammed 
into the hall, some sitting, some standing and 
some even perched on the window-sills”. 
Whether Aryan posteriors were seated or 
perched, nevertheless, “young and old were 
spellbound”. 

The pageant offered a rare treat of racially 
appropriate cultural turns. The audience listened 
to the London Drum Corps banging on their 
drums. There was a talk on the Norse gods and 
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Eyes right: Joe Pearce, sights set on power. 


Valhalla. In between times, one and all could 
enjoy the sandwiches and baked potatoes, so ably 
provided by the National Front’s Women 
Support Group (full marks to the ladies). 

The high spot of the whole pageant was 
provided by Mr Terry Denville-Faulkner, 
Chairman of the Richmond and Kingston 
Branch. Mr D-F put on a long black dressing- 
gown, a pair of black tights and some black knee- 
length boots. So attired, he then proceeded to tell 
the crammed and perched audience about the 
Battle of Malden: “The recital received loud and 
long applause”. Well done, Mr D-F. 

In addition to the formal events, there were 
“side-shows”, which included darts, tombola, 
lucky-dip and “rifle-range” (the latter, no doubt, 
exciting special interest). There was also a “chess 
challenge”. Actually, we are shown a picture of 
Vic Clarke, the Tower Hamlets organiser, taking 
part in the chess challenge. 

It would appear that the NF have re-written the 
tules of chess in a racially acceptable manner. 
The photo of Mr Clarke reveals an odd end-game 
situation. Both players (Mr Clarke and _ his 
unnamed opponent) have lost most of their 
pieces, but neither seems to have a piece in an 
attacking position. In fact, neither player has a 
piece in the opponent’s half of the board. It is all 
explained, when one realises that NF players 
must abide by the conventions of apartheid: black 
pieces are not allowed in the white half of the 
board, nor vice versa. 

So far so bad — The Flag looks just like all the 
other NF magazines, which the party has been 
issuing for the past nineteen years. There’s even 
the predictably boring news about the local 
branches. Did you know that the Doncaster NF 
has bought a “facility to print leaflets”? Were you 
aware that the two leading lights of the Reading 
NF have different tastes in hair-style: one of the 
youngsters brushes his hair smartly back, whilst 
the other lets it straggle in his eyes? 

All in all, The Flag looks just like another 
‘house’ magazine, designed to bolster the spirits 
of the average member, by giving them dollops of 
racism and news about the party’s wonderful 
successes, and by occasionally letting them see 
their own names in print. Anti-semitism is kept in 





the background in this sort of publication, but the 
occasional knowing innuendo keeps everyone 
racially content. 

However, if one looks closely, it is clear that 
the unfurled flag bears no official ensign. The 
paper is “published independently in support of 
the National Front”. This is a little bit of code, 
which has been used several times in the 
comparatively short history of the NF. A 
translation is called for. “Published 
independently” means: published by a group of 
NF members, who wish to be big cheeses in the 
party, but who are in danger of being slung out 
altogether. In short, the very existence of The 
Flag is evidence of another squabble within the 
party. 

This latest re-enactment of the Battle of 
Malden (but without the strange attire) is 
between those, like Nick Griffin and Derek 
Holland, who dream of making the NF a 
disciplined elite, linked to European terrorists, 
and those who wish to plod away at the dream of 
building a mass movement. The editors of The 
Flag, Martin Wingfield and Ian Anderson, 
belong to the latter group. Until recently they 
were in control of the party; Anderson had been 
party chairman. But now they’ve been ousted 
from their official positions, and so it’s down to 
raising the flag of independence. 

In this magazine they hope to appeal to the 
rank and file, especially the working class 
members in the East End (remember: “Well done 
Tower Hamlets”). There’s many a mention of 
Joe Pearce, now that this particular hero has 
chucked in his lot with the Anderson/Wingfield 
bunch. Well done, Mrs Gina Pearce for all the 
sandwiches and baked potatoes. 

Yes, The Flag is going to represent all the down 
to earth fascists, who don’t like all the fancy talk 
and hoity-toity philosophy of the current NF 
leadership — not to mention their foreign chums 
with the strange names and suspicious bulges in 
their pockets. And this provides the comforting 
thought for the month: however odious.The Flag 
is to anti-racists, it is other fascists, who are going 
to be the most eager to pull down this most 
recently hoisted flag. 
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INSIDE WACL 





Extreme right-wingers, including a 


smattering of mainstream 
Conservatives, descended on 
Luxembourg last month for the 
nineteenth annual conference of the 
World Anti-Communist League 


(WACL). 


Regular readers will be aware that the 
Taiwanese originated, South Korean 
funded League has long harboured nazi- 
collaborators, neo-nazi organisations, 
terrorists, anti-semites and other criminals. 
But in_ recent years, under the 
chairmanship of ‘covert action’ and guerilla 
warfare expert General John K. Singlaub 
of the United States, it has taken steps to 
improve its image. As a result the League’s 
Latin American branch, the Latin Anti- 
Communist Confederation (CAL), has 
been re-organised. 

CAL was exposed as a ‘front’ for a 
Mexican based nazi group known as the 
Tecos whose core, a secret society called 
the White Hand, were also shown to be one 
of the co-ordinators of Central American 
Death Squads. 


Dictators 

The new Latin American regional 
organisation, the Federation of 
Democratic Latin American Groups 


(FEDAL), however, involves many who 
were involved in CAL including its vice- 
president, Dr Carlo Barbieri Filho of Brazil 
and FEDAL, like CAL, is backed by the 
dictatorial government of Paraguay. Adolf 
Granada-Campos, a young man in his 
thirties, representing the government- 
backed Paraguayan chapter of WACL 
reported that FEDAL was based in the 
Paraguayan capital of Ascuncion. 

Another Singlaub inspired move was the 
incorporation into the League, ratified by 
the Luxembourg meeting, of the US Young 
Conservative Foundation. The YCF will 
henceforth serve as WACL’s international 
youth section replacing Youth-WACL 
which, like CAL, was dominated by the 
Tecos. Hitherto the YCF has effectively 
been the activist wing of the US Heritage 
Foundation, a mainstream US 
Conservative ‘think-tank’ patronised by 
the Reagan administration. According to 
YCF’s representative at the WACL 
meeting, David Finzer, the foundation 
receives a grant from the “South Korean 
WACL chapter” (in other words the South 
Korean intelligence service, KCIA) and 
has been renamed the World Youth 
Freedom League (pronounced Wiffel). 

The establishment of WYFL is a 
development of some importance for 
WACL and fits perfectly with Singlaub’s 
attempts to fashion the League into an 
effective support group and _ funding 
conduit for armed anti-Communist 
movements the world over. 
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Exclusive report from a 
conference of cold warriors 


who mean it... 


WYFEL has established a “psychological 
warfare training centre” in Washington and 
Finzer issued an open invitation to WACL 
chapters to send their younger members for 
instruction in “political technology” — 
citing advertising industry methods, public 
relations and direct-mail efforts, suitably 
adapted. “I don’t know a single country in 
the world where these methods can’t be 
effectively used”, he said. 

It will be interesting to see if leaders of 
the extremist Federation of Conservative 
Students in Britain will attend Finzer’s “US 
Campaign Academy”. This is quite likely in 
view of the FCS’s existing contacts with the 
US far-right, Heritage and Young 
Conservative Foundation included. 

Some five years ago, before Singlaub 
became League chairman, WACL was 
totally dominated by its geriatric Far 
Eastern and Eastern European emigré 
leadership. These people either backed or 
allowed overt nazi elements to make the 
running. The old men remain influential in 
League — Taiwanese-Korean bankrolling 
of the organisation sees to that. But 
Singlaub has ‘Americanised’ WACL, 
excluding the most embarrassing groups 
and, thereby, making the League a far 
more useful tool for the CIA and Pentagon. 


Contras 
Likewise, as a result of a special “working 
group” set up at the Luxembourg 


conference under the chairmanship of 
Italian ex-NATO General Romano, 
WACL plans a formal relationship with 
western intelligence agencies to conduct 
psychological and political warfare against 
Communist and _ non-aligned _ states 
everywhere. 

High-point of the conference was a 
lengthy address by Mario Calero, brother 
of the leader of the Nicaraguan ‘Contra’ 
terrorists, a close personal friend of 
Singlaub and a king-pin in the New 
Orleans-based Contra “high command”. 

Calero gave a detailed description of 
Contra command structures, quoting at 
length from a secret report prepared by an 
un-named “US General” (he was at pains to 
point out this was not Singlaub) and 
presented to the Pentagon as part of the 
Contra’s application for US government 
aid. In addition, the US WACL branch 
reported that it had raised more than 
$400,000 in the past year for the Contras 
and supplied two helicopters. US WACL, 
the American Council for World Freedom, 
it was reported, had also established a 





“permanent representative” in Pakistan to 
“assess the needs” of the Afghan rebels and 
arrange funding. 

Armando K. Gumbe, the West German- 
based European representative of the 
Mozambiquen RENAMO Contras 
addressed the conference appealing for 
more financial aid. Informally he admitted 
that while he found the conference useful, 
there was “too much talking and not enough 
action”. 

Plenty of delegates felt this way. 
Amongst them Pierre de Villemarest, 
representing the Paris-based Conference of 


Resistance Movements in Occupied 
Countries (CIRPO). De  Villemarest’s 
group, like WACL itself, coordinates 


support for armed Contra movements 
around the world. In addition to traditional 
WACL targets like the republics of the 
USSR and Cuba, de _ Villemarest 
concentrates on South East Asia and, 
interestingly, India. CIPRO aids the Sikh 
separatist movement represented within 
CIPRO by Dr Jagit Singh, would-be Prime 
Minister of an independent Khalistan. 

A former long-serving _—_- French 
intelligence officer, later journalist, de 
Villemarest admitted that he had 
approached Jean-Marie Le Pen’s National 
Front for support. One NF MP joined his 
committee, a disappointment which he put 
down to Le Pen’s lack of interest in 
international affairs. 

De Villemarest was joined in a large 





Ronald Reagan with WACL boss Ku Cheng-kang, 






French delegation by Yves Cygnac, head of 
the recently established branch of the 
“Moonie” cult’s main political arm, 
CAUSA. De Villemarest reportedly 
attended the opening of the Paris CAUSA 
office along with several officials of Le 
Pen’s National Front and Bo Hi Pak, leader 
of CAUSA-International and, as_ the 
Korean CIA’s resident expert on American 
politics, an early organiser of both WACL 
and the Moon ‘Church’ organisation. 
According to Le Pen’s estranged wife, 
CAUSA is an important financier of the 
National Front. 

Cygnac was joined in Luxembourg by 
Osami Kuboki, a long-time supporter of 
WACL and head of the Moon organisation 
in Japan. Despite claims to the contrary by 
Singlaub and General Robert Close, head 
of the host Belgian-Luxembourg chapter of 
WACL, the Moon organisation is still a 
major force within WACL. 

So too are the _ nazi-collaborating 
‘liberation movements’ of Eastern Europe. 
Present in Luxembourg was Dr Const- 
Radu Budisteanu, leader of the 
Roumanian Freedom Front, this year’s 
title for the association of elderly members 
of the Roumanian Iron Guard, a pre-war 
fascist movement, which forms the 
Roumanian WACL chapter. 

Budisteanu confirmed that he and two 
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General John Singlaub visits Contra camp in Honduras. 


associates who accompanied him, one from 
Chicago and one from Madrid, were Iron 


Guardists and, also, members of the 
Legion of St Michael, a shadowy 
international organisation linking 
Roumanian fascist emigrés on four 
continents. 

Budisteanu addressed the WACL 


conference, respectfully received as an 
elder statesman of WACL. His ravings 
about “the Romanesque origins of all 
decent civilisation” and the “barbarism of 
the ruling class of Europe — you all know 
who I mean”, were politely received. “This 
has been his annual ritual”, said a younger 
more activist-orientated WACL delegate. 
“It doesn’t mean much”. 

There was respect, too, for Yaroslav 
Stetsko who was briefly Prime Minister of 
“Free Ukraine” during the nazi occupation 
in 1941. Stetsko was a founder of WACL 
and his organisation, the Ukrainian- 
dominated “Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of 
Nations”, is a regional organisation of 
WACL to which Budisteanu’s Iron 
Guardist Roumanian Freedom Front and 
similar emigré organisations are affiliated. 
Stetsko died earlier this year. His coffin 
was carried to the graveside by surviving 
members of the Ukrainian National Army, 
which began life as a Ukrainian volunteer 
SS division commanded by Obergruppen- 
fiihrer Shandruk, the only non-German to 
reach such a high rank in the SS. 

There is no doubt that there is a strong 
streak of pro-nazi and anti-semitic feeling 
in the Ukrainian emigré community. When 
this was put to a younger Ukrainian WACL 
delegate he said, “No, we are not anti- 
semitic. But you must remember that the 
Jews ripped off the Ukraine for centuries. 
And in this century they have acted as 
traitors and informants”. 

Despite the presence of a small number 
of younger representatives of ABN and 
WACL affiliated groups, the 
overwhelming majority of delegates from 
the “captive nations” of Eastern Europe 
were very old men. Although one day the 
League may be inherited by people like 
David Finzer, for the moment people who 
are too young to have been involved in the 
obscenities of World War Two or even, like 
General Singlaub, of Vietnam and the 
score of dirty “covert action” wars around 
the world carried out since in the name of 
“anti-communism”, are still in a distinct 
minority. 








@ BOMB ATTACK VICTIM SURVIVES 


The Asian victim of a bomb attack on his shop has 
survived despite extensive burns. 

Mr Mohammed Sharif, of Blackburn, was 
sleeping in his shop, at the end of June, after two 
previous break-ins. He was woken by the sound of 
footsteps in the loft and heard something heavy 
fall down the steps. There was a loud bang, which 
largely demolished the premises, and caused a 
ferocious fire. Mr Sharif was seriously injured in 
the attack, and has had extensive skin grafts. 

The gas board deny that they were responsible 
for the explosion. Blackburn CID are 
investigating. (Lancs. Evening Telegraph 7.8.86) 


@ EXPLOSION AT SUPERMARKET 


The police are treating a blast at a Hexborough 
supermarket as “suspicious”, although they 
appear to have ruled out the possibility of a bomb. 
The explosion ripped through the supermarket 
owned by Mr Dil Ahmad and his brother, causing 
extensive damage. A few months ago there was 
trouble with smashed windows and a break-in. 
(New Life 15.8.86) 


@ THREE THUGS JAILED 


Three young men who attacked an Asian-run off- 
licence in Hounslow have been given custodial 
sentences. The court heard that the victims of the 
attack were “terrified out of their lives”. 

Jasminder Singh Shallom, (21), and his sister 
Harbinder Shallom, (17), were working in the off- 
licence when a group of young men entered the 
shop shouting and swearing. The plate glass 
window was broken by one of the raiders, most of 
whom were wearing balaclavas. The brother and 
sister took refuge in the stock room, and 
barricaded the door. They could hear bottles 
breaking and racist remarks being shouted. When 
all was quiet, Jasminder ’phoned the police. 
Damage amounted to several hundred pounds. 

At the Old Bailey Judge Denison said: “This 
must have been a racial attack. There is no other 
motive”. 

William Vince, (27), a warehouseman of 
Hampton, was jailed for five years after pleading 
guilty to five charges, including conspiracy to 
inflict grievous bodily harm, criminal damage, 
and causing actual bodily harm to a _ police 
sergeant. Vince said that “any Paki shop would 
have done”, and that if the Shalloms had come out 
he’d have “killed them”. 

Barry Francom, (20), unemployed, of 
Hounslow, was sentenced to three and a half years 
youth custody, after admitting the same 
conspiracy, and also burgling the off-licence. 
Nigel Cox, (19), unemployed, of Hounslow, was 
sentenced to three years youth custody after 
admitting conspiracy and criminal damage. 

Cox and Francom have been involved in NF-led 
racist violence on the Beavers Farm estate in 
Hounslow. (Middlesex Chronicle 21.8.86) 


@ SOMERSET ATTACK 


An Asian shop premises in Watchet, Somerset, 
has been attacked by racist thugs. Bricks were 
thrown through the window and NF signs and 
swastikas daubed up. Mr and Mrs Vaman 
Gumvantay Upadhyay, from Handsworth, 
Birmingham, were planning to open the shop 
soon. The attack was condemned by neighbours 
and town council chairwoman Mrs Eileen Woods, 
who described the incident as “disgusting”’. 
Two men were seen getting into a car outside the 
shop at 11pm after the sound of breaking glass. 
In an astonishing display of insensitivity and 
complacency, a police spokesman said: “TI think 
this could have been prophesied before they 
arrived”. (West Somerset Free Press 22.8.86) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 





FASCIST KILLERS 
SCORE OWN GOAL 


Four French fascists scored a 
spectacular ‘own goal’ last month when 
they went on a murder mission against 
the big French anti-racist organisation, 
SOS Racisme. 

The four, based in Toulon, set off with a 
6lb. plastic explosive bomb but before they 
reached their target, the former offices of 
SOS Racisme in Toulon, their bomb 
exploded, ripping apart the car in which 
they were travelling. All four died 
instantly. 

All four killed are now known to have 
been members of the French fascist group, 
SOS France, and their leader, Claude 
Noblia, had once run in local elections as a 
candidate of the much bigger fascist party, 
the Front National. 

French police investigating the incident 
now believe that the shadowy terrorist 
organisation, the Commandos of France, 
shares the same personnel as SOS France 
and that these movements have been 
responsible for at least five serious racist 
bomb outrages since May. 


No denials 


As soon as news broke about the 
incineration of Noblia and his friends, the 
Front National of Jean-Marie Le Pen was 
quick to reach for its press officers and 
disclaim any responsibility for the affair. 
What they could not deny, however, was 
that Noblia had once been in their 
organisation. 

When it came to the funeral of the four, 
people in France were treated to the 
nauseating spectacle of a big-scale fascist 
gathering at which virulently racist and 
anti-semitic speeches were delivered. 

Despite the protestations of Le Pen’s 
fascists, the fact is that the Front National 
. does overlap with more extreme fascist and 
neo-nazi groups. This was evident at the 
FN’s Joan of Arc festival in May when 
paramilitaries and _ seig-heiling skinhead 
louts had a high profile. 

Visitors returning from holidays in 
France this summer have pointed to a 
rapidly worsening atmosphere of racism 
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and violence in the country. Certainly, Le 
Pen’s almost unbelievable 2,705,000 vote 
in the March general elections has made 
racism respectable and has encouraged the 
more violent elements to come to the 
surface. 

Significantly, many of the new entrants 
on the fascist scene are ex-military and are 
putting their training at the disposal of 
extremist groups. 

When the bomb went off in Toulon, the 
president of SOS France — and former 
paratrooper — Bernard Bagur vowed to 
hold a military-style funeral for the four 
dead men: terrorist gangsters revered as 
martyrs. Bagur himself is currently charged 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, protected by paras, 
during 1957 political campaign in Nice. 


with illegal possession of weapons. 

What remains to be seen is whether the 
vicious terror campaign that has raged 
against black people, Arabs and Jewish 
people will now be brought to a halt, albeit 
temporary. The indications are that French 
fascism has got the bit between its teeth and 
will continue to make headway in a 
situation of increasing economic instability. 


FRANCE 





Fury as 
cartoonist denies 
holocaust 


A leading French cartoonist, Konk, has 
caused a wave of protest by producing a 
comic book claiming that the Holocaust 
never happened. 

The book expresses support for the 
revisionist views of Lyon University’s 
Robert Faurisson and, in a subsequent 
interview, the cartoonist argued that the 
gas chambers never existed and that those 
Jews who did die in the camps succumbed 
to typhus. 

In a separate incident, Henri Roques, 
the former member of the Phalange 
Frangais recently stripped of a doctorate 
awarded for a thesis disputing the existence 
of the Holocaust, was stopped by anti-racist 
demonstrations from speaking at a Paris 
press conference. 





Far right in trouble 


Despite a surge of anti-immigrant 
activity, the German far right continues 
to be in disarray, according to a recent 
report in London’s Financial Times. 

The National Democratic Party (NPD), 
currently 6,000 strong, received only 0.7 
per cent of the vote in Saarland state 
elections in 1985 and 0.6 per cent in the 
EEC elections the year before. To its right, 
the emergence of Strasserite critics of 
orthodox nazism is destabilising smaller 
neo-nazi groupings, and the main one, the 
Free German Workers Party (FAP) is 
reportedly undergoing an internal struggle 
involving its chairman, Martin Pape, and 
the imprisoned nazi leader, Michael 
Kuhnen. 


Gh. 





New Klan leader 
elected 


The national convention of the Invisible 
Empire, Ku Klux Klan, recently took place 
in Connecticut and was marked by the 
arrest of one man for carrying a weapon, 
two for drunken driving and two for 
disorderly conduct. The Empire elected a 
new Imperial Wizard, James Farrands. 


Cart iMac J AGA 
RACISM & FASCIS 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 
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Building an anti- 
fascist movement 


Since Anti-Fascist Action was formed in July 1985, it has earned itself a 
reputation for militant direct action. CARF spoke to UNMESH DESAI, 
who is on the national secretariat of AFA, about AFA’s long-term strategy 
for fighting racism and fascism. We also report on the growth of some of 


AFA’s branches and their work. 


CARF: With the decline of the ANL after 
1979 there was no umbrella organisation to 
cohere the anti-fascist movement. Why was 
AFA formed after such a long gap? 
UNMESH DESAI: There are a number of 
reasons why individuals, black people and 
anti-racist campaigners in general came 
together in July 1985 to form Anti-Fascist 
Action. A major reason was the 
horrendous increase in racist attacks which 
were linked to developments on the far 
right and had become more sophisticated 
and violent. Black communities had 
responded to these attacks by forming 
defence campaigns, but it was felt that the 
wider political climate upon which these 
attacks fed was not being challenged. That 
is why we felt it important to bring together 
under a national umbrella the various anti- 
fascist and anti-racist groups campaigning 
in isolation. 

Secondly, the changing nature of the 
fascist groups themselves made our 
formation inevitable. Make no mistake, the 
Front is growing. Last year they had 2,000 
members at their Remembrance Day 
parade and their paper sales had picked up. 
Also, the fascists are adopting new 
strategies. More emphasis is placed upon 
selective recruitment, training, and the 
creation of ‘political soldiers’ and a 
tendency towards destabilisation politics 
which involves infiltration of the main 
political parties, CND, animal rights, 
exploiting the civil rights lobby and so on. 
AFA was also formed to awaken these 
organisations and the labour movement in 
general to the new fascist threat. 


CARF: How would you say AFA differs 
from the ANL? Will there be the same 
emphasis on public events, like carnivals, 
etc? Or is AFA more concerned with 
building up locally-based anti-fascist anti- 
racist groups? 

UD: The ANL was formed with the very 
specific aim of pinning the label ‘nazi’ on to 
the National Front and no one can deny 
that it did that very successfully. However, 
the mistake the ANL made was to think 
that fighting fascism was solely a question 
of opposing the NF electorally. After 1979, 
the ANL could have developed into an 
anti-racist, anti-fascist structure — the 
nucleus of a movement was there — but the 
opportunity was missed and the ANL 
wound down. 


I think the real difference is that AFA is 
much more concerned with building a long- 
term movement of anti-racist/anti-fascist 
groups working at a grassroots level. For 
the first year of our existence this has 
definitely been a priority. We’re not 
knocking rock benefits and carnivals — in 
fact, we plan to relaunch Rock Against 
Racism — but these should be adapted to 
the need of the local groups and used to get 
over a very specific political message, 
particularly to the white working class. If 
you get a thousand people to a carnival and 
don’t treat them in a patronising manner 
but actually talk to them about racism and 
fascism, there is a good bet that you can 
take a hundred of those people along with 
you and they will come out the next time 
the fascists attempt to march through their 
area. 

Racism is at the heart of British politics 
— it is the one factor that can change the 
political scene overnight. But to fight 
racism you need to be consistent. One of 
the mistakes of the anti-fascist movement 
in the past has been to play up the 
differences between direct action, mass 
community mobilisation and educational 
and propaganda work. But you can’t have 
just one strategy, but a number of strategies 
that compliment each other. Everyone has 
a part to play in AFA. 
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tioneering with its accompanying bid al respectabil 
E ly. Today, the fascists are clear that their ultimate aim 
is to create a ‘political soldier’. And to this end, pro- 
mising young recruits have bee: 
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ON 22ND February 1986, Anti Fascist Action 
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as been a year in which racism has greatly 
attack, 
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But this is not to deny that their effect is felt most 
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ed and underground paramilitary organisation at 
called Column ‘88 claimed responsibility. 
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Rovers, Cardiff City and Rochdale—where 
ey have been behind some outrageous acts of 
violence. And throughout 1985 they have attempted 
to sell their racist filth in schools. 


FASCISTS INDOCTRINATE THE YOUTH 
The spread of racist violence and racist hatred 
amongst young people is alarming, although not all 
of it can be attributed to the NF. Nevertheless, the NF 
have attempted to direct their propaganda at young 
London, Oldham, Telford, and even in 


cruelty and viciousness. In several schools, teachers, 
ints and pupils are coming together to stop this 
racial violence. 
RECRUITING AMONGST THE WHITE 
WORKING CLASS 
‘The fascists are also trying to build up a base within 
Anti Fascist Action, P.O. Box 273, Forest Gate, E7. 


THE NEW ‘POLITICAL SOLDIER’ 
Since the days of the Anti Nazi League, the NF. BM, 


BNP and like-minded groups have all been busy 
regroup! Widing a haven for wanted terrorists 
from all over Europe and openly embracing a new 
more violent creed. Gone are the days of Nazi elec- 








CARF: What kind of activities have local 
AFA groups been involved in? 

UD: It is a hallmark of AFA that we have 
managed to encourage the foundation of so 
many local groups and have brought 
together organisations previously working 
alone. Look at the sort of work Islington 
AFA has done about the fascists living in 35 
Avenell Road — that is very impressive. 
AFA members have leafletted the whole 
area and organised a march to the house 
which got front page publicity in all the 
North London newspapers. They 
established a good relationship with black 
organisations, particularly the Bengali 
community — Bengali women led the 
march. 

Recognition must also be given to 
groupings inside AFA which may not have 
organised at a grassroots level but have 
been very important in terms of making 
sure that AFA groups can hold meetings 
without being attacked. That’s very 
important because over the last four years 
the fascists have attacked students, 
Liberals, women and CND meetings and 
started to attack left-wing paper-sellers — 
the sorts of things that were prevalent in 
Hitlerite Germany. We believe that the left 
should be able to meet wherever and 
whenever it wants and hold a meeting on its 
own terms and that wasn’t the position in a 
lot of towns. 


CARF:; Although the fascists are taking a 
National Socialist line in their literature — 
and have a sophisticated fascist ideology — 
in practice, they recruit on the very simple 
basis of anti-black racism. It is essential to 
attack their recruiting ground — racism. 
How does AFA plan to do that? 

UD: Although other groups may be targets, 
it is my very strong belief that British 
fascism is based on a very simple premise: 
‘Bash the niggers and the pakis’. 

AFA can attack the recruiting ground of 
racism in a number of ways. Firstly, by 
supporting existing black organisations; 
secondly, by getting out literature aimed at 
convincing the labour movement that 
racism and fascism are serious problems 
and the fight against them must be made a 
priority, and thirdly by producing literature 
aimed at schools, youth clubs, and football 
terraces (some football grounds like 
Newcastle United have already been 
leafletted). We must also, through the 
NUT, put pressure on teachers and youth 
workers to act against racism and get 
teachers to talk to kids about real issues of 
racism and not just a bland form of 
multiculturalism. 


continued over 
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AFA must create in every locality an 
anti-fascist environment through political 
events and gigs. The left has got to get out 
of its inbuilt political ghetto: it has no ideas, 
no imagination, no concept of how to talk 
to people who are not political in terms of 
having belonged to any party or trade 
union. How can you have a trade union 
background if you have never worked in 
your life? The left are failing to speak to the 
white working class. It is desperately 
important that we find a medium of 
communication before it is too late and this 
is where AFA can play a role. 


CARF: In its founding statement of aims 
AFA emphasises that it supports the right of 
black people to fight back in self defence. 
Practically, what support can AFA give to 
black communities? 
UD: AFA cannot go to black communities 
and say, ‘Hey, look, we are going to 
support you’. That would be very arrogant 
and quite wrong. We must be open to any 
demands the black community put upon us. 
Many of our local groups already have 
established a good relationship with the 
black community, keeping in touch with 
families under attack, and treating black 
organisations with respect and working in a 
fruitful manner alongside them. Bradford 
AFA, for instance, has formed a very good 
relationship with the local Asian Youth 
Movement. It has not attempted to jump in 
and say, ‘Right, we are the organisation 
formed to fight racism and fascism — we 








ww the formation of AFA, the 
number of student groups has grown 
rapidly until there are now about 30, 
with new ones forming all the time. The 
groups vary in size — the largest being 
those in the Manchester area and at 
Essex University — but their spread is 
roughly even between the north and 
south of the country and they’ve been 
established in Seba: universities 
and FE colleges. 

Some AFA student groups have been 
formed in direct response to specific 
events, such as racist attacks in colleges, 
but more generally their growth has been 
an attempt to counter increasing fascist 
activity and propaganda. Many areas 
lacked any organised response at all, and 
AFA has been inundated with enquiries 
and offers of help. The rapid growth of 
local groups demonstrates the gap that 
existed. 

AFA student branches are not solely 
concerned with issues and events on the 
campus, they have a much wider view of 
their role than that. AFA stresses that its 
activities must be closely linked to the 
needs of the local community and thus 
fosters links with community groups. 

Warwick University AFA, like many, 
was formed only very recently, at the end of 
the 1986 summer term. But, though still in 
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are the ones who are going to lead the anti- 
fascist movement’. 


CARF: The Conservative Party has 
signalled that it intends to use race in the next 
general election campaign through the use of 
immigration and law and order. The 
Labour Party seems also to be moving to the 
right on law and order. How does this affect 
the development of AFA? 

UD: There is no doubt that race is going to 
be a key element in the next election. But I 
don’t think it will be around the issue of 
immigration — rather around law and 
order and education. However, in the 
popular mind the issues of law and order 
and education will still be connected to 
race. The Tories don’t need to spell that out 
any more. 

We feel the Labour Party nationally is 
not attempting to break out of the 
framework constructed by the Tories. 
What AFA can do is to ensure through 
grassroots pressure that some principled 
MPs and councillors speak out against this 
Labour complicity. Through our events, we 
may also be able to galvanise the labour 
movement until we reach a point where we 
can have some impact during the general 
election campaign. We may not have the 
machinery to flood the election campaign 
with mass literature, but through our 
grassroots organisations we could put 
pressure on local Labour Party branches, 
MPs and councillors, to counter the Tory 
Party exploitation of ‘race’ issues. 


CARF: Finally, AFA is planning activities 


its early stages, the response on campus has 
been good and those involved are 
enthusiastic and determined to confront 
the fascists both on and off campus. In the 
past couple of weeks of the summer 
holiday racist graffiti was daubed around 
the university, stickers put up and two 


around the 50th anniversary of Cable Street 
and on Remembrance Day. What do you see 
as the value of these two events — and how 
will they be related to fighting racism today? 
UD: The anniversary of Cable Street can be 
used to re-assert certain anti-racist/anti- 
fascist principles. The message of Cable 
Street was ‘They shall not pass’. How to 
give that slogan meaning today at a time 
when racism and fascism are on the 
increase across Western Europe is a 
pertinent question. We want also to point 
out to the white working class that there is a 
tradition of anti-fascism in this country. We 
want to bring home to them that in the 
1930s East Enders in their thousands were 
fighting racism — and then ask what are 
they doing today. 

Remembrance Day is important this year 
because for the first time ever there will be 
an anti-fascist march to the Cenotaph, not 
just for those who died consciously fighting 
fascism in the Second World War but in 
memory of the victims of racism and 
fascism today. Who remembers, during the 
patriotism and chauvinism that engulfs 
Britain on Remembrance Day, people like 
Blair Peach? Who gives a damn about the 
numerous victims of racism today? Even if 
it is only a symbolic gesture, what we want 
to do on Remembrance Day is say — 
‘Look, it’s alright talking about years back, 
but what’s going on today must also be of 
concern’. The forces responsible for Cable 
Street, the forces that caused the Second 
World War, they are still alive and thriving 
today. 





i> «yg the growth of student AFA 


overseas students attacked. Despite the 
small number of students around at the 
time, groups were formed to ‘police’ the 
areas on campus where the fascists had 
been active and leaflets were produced to 
distribute about the university. There is a 
determination that the fascists will not go 


JOIN ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 


O I would like to join AFA. Please send me details of 
membership, affiliation and more information on AFA’s 


work. 


C1 I would like to make a donation to AFA’s fighting fund. 


lenclose 


/Please send mea bankers’ order form. 


Send to: AFA, PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London E7. 


National AFA Remembrance Sunday March, November Sth. 


Details: (01) 555 8151. 


Anti-Fascist Action is looking for new premises. Can you help? 
Do you know of any office space or offices available? Please write to 
AFA at PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London 7. 





unchallenged. The student’s union 
approached both the police and the 
university authorities for help but neither 
offered any assistance. 

Warwick AFA sees it as vital that it 
becomes an integral part of the community 
outside the university. If it does not do that, 
it feels it will have failed in its task. In fact, 
the AFA group was initially set up in 
response to the need that was felt for an 
anti-fascist response in the area. The 
university was seen as a suitable place to 
establish such a base from which links could 
be forged with the local community. This is 


already happening, in both Leamington 
Spa and Coventry, where students have 
been actively involved in confronting the 
National Front (as well as having its own 


fascists, Birmingham National Front 
members have been recruiting in 
Coventry). 

Student AFA already has _ plans 


underway for the new academic year. A 
‘Student Bulletin’ will provide a 
communication link between the branches 
so that information and ideas can be 
shared, and in October a Conference is 
planned in Manchester where all the AFA 


student groups can meet. A speaking tour is 
also planned, plus a pamphlet designed to 
unravel some of the confusion that exists 
around the debate for ‘no platform for 
racists and fascists’. The latter is especially 
important in the light of recent government 
moves, by way of the Education Bill, to 
make it illegal for colleges to adopt ‘no 
platform’ policies. 

Together with the campaigns being 
planned by the separate groups, these 
moves will hopefully maintain the growth 
and strength of student AFA groups. 
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When Bradford AFA was set up a year 
ago, the Honeyford affair was at its 
peak, focusing and amplifying 
opposition to activity against racism in 
and out of schools, in Bradford and 
elsewhere. 


In October the local NUT suspended 20 
anti-fascist teachers for participating in a 
day of action against Honeyford’s return to 
Drummond __ Middle School. The 
Honeyford affair also encouraged open 
fascist activity: in Keighley, there was an 
invasion of fascist youth into Lawkholme 
Lane, where black people were beaten up 
and shops attacked; in Leeds, the NF and 


Bradford AFA 


BNP, who have been paper-selling and 
recruiting at Elland Road for years, started 
attacking Labour councillors and Workers 
Against Racism meetings; and_ racial 
attacks were on the increase all over West 
Yorkshire. Bradford AFA’s first priority, 
then, had to be to organise and mobilise 
against fascist and racist activity on the 
streets, establishing an  anti-fascist 
presence wherever it could. 

After the Keighley invasion, anti-fascists 
found NF material circulating in local 
schools. Bradford AFA organised a 
leafletting of the schools and the local area 
and got school students involved in 
removing NF propaganda, putting up AFA 


stickers instead. NUT members stayed in 
school at lunchtimes to keep fascists out, 
even though this meant suspending their 
industrial action. For two or three months 
there were running fights between fascists 
and the growing number of anti-fascist 
youth in the town. These have abated now 
that the fascists have realised that there is a 
real anti-fascist presence in Keighley. An 
AFA group is in the process of being set up 
there, and another one is starting up in 
Huddersfield. 

In Bradford itself, Bradford AFA 
mobilised against a proposed BNP election 
meeting in May (the BNP put up two 
candidates and were to hold a meeting in 
Hutton School, Eccleshill, which they 
called off when they saw the strength of 
local opposition). 

Members of Bradford AFA supported 
mobilisations against fascist marches in 
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Oldham on 19 July and in Leeds on 26 July. 
In Leeds they also worked together with 
Leeds AFA, which they had helped to set 
up only two months previously, to stop a 
BNP pro-South Africa march. There have 
been arrests of anti-fascists following each 
of these mobilisations, and Bradford AFA 
has set up defence campaigns in support of 
the Hutton School Three, and the Oldham 
Nine, organising pickets for the court 


appearances which will be on 27 October 
and 25 November respectively. 

In its second year, Bradford AFA hopes 
to be able to be less reactive, now that the 
groundwork for anti-fascist activity has 
been laid, and to work on longer term anti- 
racist activity. It is holding an anti-racist 
week at Bradford University from 11-18 
October, in conjunction with the Students’ 
Union, which aims to look at how to tackle 


racism in many areas, including policing, 
education and media. It also hopes to 
tackle the problems within Bradford NUT, 
which has so far refused to affiliate to AFA 
but has set up its own anti-racism sub- 
committee, and has been invited by 
Bradford Council to participate in a 
Standing Conference on Racist 
Harassment. 
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Manchester AFA began just over a year 
ago and its main activities have been 
monitoring racist and fascist activity 
and producing and circulating leaflets 
and general propaganda material in 
and around Manchester. The group was 
set up after a series of fire-bombings on 
black homes in the Levenshulme and 
Longsight districts of Manchester, but 
since then it has branched out to 
surrounding areas. 

Operating as a _ loose-knit body, 
Manchester AFA has affiliates from all the 
local colleges as well as a growing number 
of individual members. It enjoys 
substantial support from Manchester Area 
NUS, and many of its active members are 
students. A success for Manchester AFA 
was the fly-posting campaign and 
information network set up around the 
May elections, in which fascists were 
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In November 1985 a mob of National 
Front supporters held a_torchlight 
demonstration outside Isleworth Public 
Hall in Hounslow, west London. They 
were protesting against the council’s 
ban on their use of property for 
meetings. They had previously used the 
hall, but public opposition forced the 
council to take action. It was this same 
opposition from local anti-fascists that 
broke up the National Front’s 
demonstration and from which came 
the initiative to establish West London 
AFA. 


The escalation of fascist activity in the 
west London area has been particularly 
marked. The violent racist assaults and 
arson attacks which have for so long 
plagued the black communities in 
London’s East End are _ increasingly 
commonplace in west London. The large 
Asian communities in Southall, Hounslow 
and areas of Brent have taken the brunt of 
this assault, provoking on occasions 
dynamic responses from Asian and Afro- 
Caribbean youth. 

The formation of West London AFA was 
an attempt to coordinate, organise and 
develop this militancy, and nearly a year 
later the group can be proud of its 
achievements. A West London AFA 
member told CARF that since its formation 
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Manchester AFA 


standing. AFA members see propaganda 
as an important part of its work: for 
instance, challenging youth culture, 
organising concerts and events where 
younger people can be involved. In 
October, it is holding a concert at a top club 
in Manchester. 

Since its inception, Manchester AFA has 
also had to counter the fascists’ activity in 
the area. In November 1985, when the 
National Front attempted to hold a meeting 
at Stockport, a core of AFA activists 
managed to prevent it. Twelve AFA 
members were arrested — the fascists, 
many of them whom had used axes, 
received only light fines. The incident, 
however, was the event that put the 
Manchester group on the map, and soon 
afterwards a 24-hour phone line was set up 
by them to monitor racist attacks and 
collect information on specific trouble- 
makers. Manchester City Council 


West London AFA 


the group “has definitely made an impact” 
— a claim that is supported by her 
observation that fascists “are getting very 
wary of us”. 

West London AFA presently have two 
members on the national secretariat; the 
group claims over 40 regular members, and 
supporters are in their hundreds. As well as 
engaging in direct confrontation with 
fascists, West London AFA has been 
closely monitoring all fascist activity in the 
area and has, as a result, been able to 
identify particular trends and tactics. For 
example, racist attacks in an area such as 
Hounslow show a notable increase when 
the fascist organisations are receiving little 
publicity. The escalation of arson attacks is 
causing particular concern at the moment 
— a Hounslow tenant was recently jailed 
after one such attack was directed against 
an Asian owned off-licence. 

West London AFA _ has, however, 
thwarted a number of fascist operations. 
During the local council elections in May, 
for example, the National Front was 
exposed by the group when it attempted to 
establish a phoney community group to act 
as a front for its racist activities. With 
rapidly growing support from the local 
community and press, West London AFA 
is confident that future activities will have 
an even greater impact. “We have to get to 
the position where we are strong enough to 
drive the fascists out of West London. I am 
already sure that we will achieve this”. 


circulated details about the phone line to all 
homes and community centres in its 
newsletter and adopted a policy to evict 
racist tenants, though this has not been 
implemented. 

AFA activists in Manchester helped set 
up a Liverpool AFA in June, after fascists 
were rumoured to be meeting in an 
unnamed town hall. A number of black 
activists in Toxteth were closely involved 
with AFA members in organising a group 
of people to meet in Liverpool. This laid 
the basis for a closer working relationship 
between the black community in Liverpool 
and AFA activists in Liverpool and 
Manchester. Now, many Labour Party 
wards have signed up as AFA affiliates and 
there seems to be a growing awareness of 
the need to organise on a broad base 
against the menaces of fascist street 
violence and Thatcherite propaganda. This 
is reflected in the main thrust of the work of 
Manchester AFA. 


Cart AMPAIGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 
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Hammer attack 


Three white youths viciously attacked an Asian 
student with a hammer. Tahir Mirza was sitting in 
his car when the youths began shouting and 
swearing at him. As Mr Mirza got out, they 
knocked him to the ground and attacked him. He 
was taken to Newham General Hospital but was 
not detained. (Newham Recorder 21.8.86) 


Cricket star taunted by racists 


Leading cricketer Imran Khan was the object of 
racist abuse by a group of spectators at 
Worcestershire cricket ground. Khan was 
taunted in words and song during the closing 
minutes of the Nat West Trophy semi-final 
between Worcestershire and Sussex. Police were 
contacted and removed the ringleader after 
complaints from the Sussex captain. (Times 
15.8.86) 


Gypsy children attacked 


Two gypsy children have been attacked in 
Hainault, Essex. A police chief has said that he 
hopes this will make the gypsies move on. 

On 31 July a seven-year-old boy had his leg 
broken in two places. He had apparently 
interrupted a soccer match. A few days later, a 
13-year-old was hit by a car and dragged for at 
least 60 yards. His angry parents said: “He was in 
aterrible mess. We are certain he was deliberately 
singled out for this vicious attack”. 

Chief Inspector Peter Barrell of Barkingside 
Police, said he hoped the travellers would now 
move on earlier than they originally intended. 

Redbridge Council has applied for a court 
order to move the travellers from their campsite, 
which is on a recreation ground. (The Recorder, 
Ilford 7.8.86.) 
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BACK! Powel 
BLACK P POWER 


1969: The National Front and Powellism 
takes to the streets. 


1980s: British Movement seducing the 
young. 


“AND NOR SHALL WE 


ITISH NAZIS PLAN 
pp MASSACRE 
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Searchlight celebrates its 10th 
versary it is becoming a victim 
own success. 

itain’s nazis may be keeping a 
wer profile these days, but 
archlight’s work has mush- 
ed as the scale of right-wing 
ce has shot up, and as many 
s have made their way 

e Conservative Party. 
Our role in exposing these, and 
er trends, has been unique — 


but it has led to demands being 
made upon our resources which 
are increasingly difficult to meet. 

Anti-racist campaigners, 
journalists and academics all turn 
to Searchlight as their first port of 
call when they need to know 
something about the racists and 
extremists. 

WE WANT TO KEEP IT THAT 
WAY! 

But the scale of requests to our 


Please make me a Supporting/Ordinary Subscriber to Searchlight 


Name/Organisation ................... 


Ordinary Subscription Rates: 
Individuals £9 for 12 issues (inc p&p) 


Organisations £12 for 12 issues (inc. p&p) 


Europe: individuals £12 
Europe: organisations £15 
Outside Europe (airmail) £20 


| enclose cheque/PO for€é ................... 


Supporting Subscription Rates: 
Individuals £12 

Organisations £20 

Europe: individuals £16 
Europe: organisations £22 
Outside Europe (airmail) £25 


.. made out to Searchlight. 


SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS in addition to a year’s subscription receive 
free copies of all Searchlight pamphlets and indexes. 


Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 


— 
| The Ray Hill 


Bologna — — Munich — Paris 
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| 
| THE INTERNATIO 
| TRAIL OF TERROR . 


office is beginning to put a real 
strain on our resources. 

To do justice to the growing 
number of people turning to us for 
help, we urgently need to employ 
another member of staff, and 
install a computer to store sections 
of our vast archives. 

TO DO THAT WE NEED £25,000 — 
AND THAT MEANS WE NEED 
You! 


How you can help Searchlight to 
broaden its beam on the fascists 
& racists 

Please tick one or more of the following 
boxes as applicable: 

L]1 would like to make a regular 
donation by standing order to 
__ Searchlight. 

| enclose a donation of £ 
towards the Searchlight 
Anniversary £25,000 appeal. 
| would like details of how I can sell } 
Searchlight to my friends and 
colleagues. 

| am willing to help monitor fascist 


10th 


Searchlight. 

LJ! would like to become a regular 
subscriber to Searchlight (fill in form 
below). 

















and racist activities in my area for} 











SEARCHLIGHT 


THE ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY INCORPORATING CARF 


WE NEED YOU! 


Searchlight has now been published for over 

ten years. We are now expanding the 

distribution and circulation of Searchlight so 

that more people are kept in touch with the anti- 
fascist movement. 


In order for us to achieve this, we need people 
who can join sales teams, or set up a sales team 
in their area. 










lf you can help us please telephone 


0663 43599 now! 


A new book from Searchlight Publishing 
NEW RIGHT, NEW RACISM 
by Paul Gordon and Francesca Klug 


A look at the ideas of Britain’s 
new racist right 













Available in paperback at £3. (p+p 30p) 
from Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, 
London W1M 8&JR 









Searchlight pamphlets 






Psychology, Racism and Fascism................50p (p+p21p) 
Terroronthe Terraces.........................0.0055 25p (p+p17p) 
The Murderers are amongstus..................... £1 (inc. p+p) 


